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The Relationship Born Out of Mitzvos

Hatomim Hashliach Menachem Mendel Sorkin
Shliach in Yeshiva Gedolah

The 5wn of the genius and simple man relationship/ Definitions/ Touch vs.
physicality, sound, intellect/ The nvwsi of logic/ The Swni

There! is a famous %wn, brought in many places in Chassidus,
regarding the connection a Jew forms with Hashem through Mitzvos.
About a genius, who requests a very simple man to do him a favor.
Through this favor, the simple man forms a connection with the genius.

In a Sicha '8 nn'w I¥ nw19 "N W"Ij77, the Rebbe provides new depth
to the Mashal. The 7wn not only expresses how we have no connection
with Hashem, rather it brings out a whole new depth regarding the
disconnection. Not only is Hashem much greater than us, and we are too
insignificant to share a relationship with him, (thus, his greatness does
not allow for any relationship), rather, in comparison to him we don’t
exist.

How does the Mashal express this fact?

To understand this, let’s first examine the nature of the genius and
the simple person, discussed in the 7wn.

The term genius in this context, refers to someone whose entire life
is dedicated to intellectual pursuits. Someone, whose life goal is to learn

! Please note: the usage of the terms positive and negative in this article does not
refer to their more common, colloquial definition (negative - not desirable)
(positive - desirable). Rather, negative should be defined as - “characterized by the
absence rather than the presence of distinguishing features”, and positive should be
defined as - “characterized by the presence rather than the absence of
distinguishing features”. Just as we translate Twy mxm» as “positive commandments”,
and 7wyn XY M3» as “negative commandments”, intending their second definition
(action or absence of action) and not 11 their first definition (a desirable action or
undesirable action).
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and appreciate matters, on the deepest scale possible. Someone, who
will seek to objectively clarify and grasp ideas which are beyond, and
detached from our lowly physical world. Someone, that the moment he
understands, his whole face lights up, and on the other hand when he
can’t grasp a particular notion or concept will not eat, drink or sleep.

On the other hand, a simple man is someone who only uses his brain
to figure out how to acquire things for himself, so that he can survive
and enjoy himself, someone, who never used his intellect to think about
anything higher than himself. Thus, he has never really used his intellect,
(since the definition of intellect is objective understanding). Simply put,
the simple man doesn’t have true reasoning, rather he can only relate to
matters in a selfish sublogical manner.

To attain a better understanding regarding, the lack of relationship
between physicality and intellect, let's examine the relationship
between, the ability to touch and feel in comparison with, (a) raw
physical matter, (b) sound (c) intellect.

A physical object relates to touch in a positive manner. One can touch
the object.

Sound on the other hand, cannot be touched for it is metaphysical.
However, one can safely present the following analysis, voice is so
spiritual (refined and subtle), that one cannot touch it, as opposed to a
more physical object (like a table), which one can touch. This
comparison can be made! being that sound is also part of our physical
world. (existence in our world is defined by operating within the
framework of time and space. Every physical substance has a limited
size and takes up a limited place, including sound which can only reach
a certain distance, and will only be heard whilst the sound-waves
travel.)

Intellect however, cannot be compared to sound, one cannot suggest
that intellect is so spiritual (refined and subtle), to the extent that it
cannot be touched, (as opposed to a more physical substance (like a
table) which one can touch), for no comparison can be made between
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touch and intellect, because they function on two totally different
plains. Logic is not limited to the time and space of our physical world,
if something makes sense now, automatically it also made sense
yesterday, and will make sense tomorrow. As well, if a notion presented
in one location is true, then automatically the logic applies in any other
location equally. To compare intellect with touch -which doesn’t exist in
its world (even by negating it from touch) is outright ludicrous.

Thus, touch exists in the world of sound, (so they have some sort of
relationship - they exist in the same world), however sound is so subtle
that it's removed and negated from being touched. However, touch
doesn’t exist at all in the world of intellect, thus they don’t share any
relationship.

Therefore, the 7wn of the simple man not existing in the eyes of the
genius, is a reference to this deeper level of dissociation.

Now, with this in mind, we can appreciate that even if a Jew acts
against Hashem by not doing Mitzvos(Chas V’Shalom), he still shares a
connection to Hashem (albeit a negative one - he doesn’t do Mitzvos).
As opposed to a '1a who doesn’t have any connection, and doesn’t even
exist, with regards to Mitzvos.
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