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Dear Friends, 

The warmth and light of the Rebbe’s teach-

ings are the driving force behind the Passover 

Australia project, and our inspiration in en-

couraging all fellow Yidden to draw ever 

closer to our Father in heaven. 

The Passover Australia project is organised 

under the auspices of the Rabbinical College 

of Australia & New Zealand (Yeshivah Gedo-

lah), with the goal of ensuring that every Jew 

has a place for the Seder. 

Our achievements were only possible due to 

our partnership with the local community in 

Melbourne, Merkos Linyonei Chinuch in New 

York, and others from abroad. Many of our 

partners donated anonymously, either via our 

website or by post, without even being solic-

ited. To these partners we say: We don’t know 

your names, but we do know that your fine 

character exemplifies the fabric of this great com-

munity. 

Our networking with Chabad organizations both in Melbourne and abroad, and most significantly with Chabad of 

RARA, enabled us to reach many more Jewish families, and to achieve a far greater and longer-lasting impact. 

We are thankful for the privilege of being part of the Passover Australia success story, for spreading the teachings 

of Yiddishkeit in general and the wellsprings of Chassidus in particular, and for further hastening the Geulah. We 

hope and pray that this year’s Passover Australia is truly the last, and that next year we will merit the celebration 

of Passover Jerusalem instead, with the true and complete redemption speedily in our days.  

The Yeshivah Gedolah Shluchim 

Organizers of Passover Australia 

Rabbinical College of Australia & NZ 
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Top row (from left to right) 

Shmuel Lezak, Mattisyohu Charytan, Yossi Lipskier, Mendel Lerman, 

Mendel Wineberg, Ovadya Rogalsky 

Bottom row (from left to right) 

Menachem Okonov, Shlomo Chaim Kesselman, Menachem Rapoport, 

Mendel Weinbaum, Elimelech Backman, Arie Leib Gorowitz 

A suggestion was once put forth to have a symbolic 

empty chair at the Seder, representing Jews unable 

to participate in a Seder. 

The Rebbe asked: 

Why empty? 

Find a Jew and 

seat him in that 

chair! 
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W 
hen we heard that we were 

going to Coffs Harbour, we 

never imagined that we would 

meet Yidden that were not only 

very interested in Yiddishkiet, 

but were even willing to host a 

Shiur in their house! 

We were extremely impressed 

at the welcome we received from 

the Yidden in Coffs. One good 

example is Sam (Shmulik) Cohen, 

an older Israeli man who unfor-

tunately has a disease which has 

left him entirely paralyzed on 

his left side and confined to a 

wheelchair (ר"ל) . When we 

called him the first time to let 

him know that we were coming 

to Coffs for Pesach, he sounded 

ecstatic.  

No words will describe the 

impression we seemed to have 

made on him just by having a 

friendly chat, laying Tefillin and 

of course singing lots of lively 

songs. At one point he told us 

with teary eyes, “Although I 

don't do 'everything', I was born 

a Jew and I will die a Jew”.  

When it came time to leave at 

the end of our stay, we hugged 

him and said good bye. We saw 

how touched he was by our Se-

der and daily visits (for nearly all 

of the 6 days before Pesach we 

went to Sam together with our 

two dedicated Bochurim Yossi 

Ostfeld and Yehuda Lipkind to 

chat and put on Tefillin). 

On the eve of Yud Aleph Nis-

san, we were up to our last visit 

of the day, which happened to 

be to a French woman named 

Line Solal Cohen. She lives at 

the top of a mountain with the 

most magnificent view, oversee-

ing the hilly fields, mountains 

and ocean. After our steep trek 

up the mountain, we were greet-

ed with a warm welcome by Line, 
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her visiting sister Annie and 

mother Simone from France. 

We chatted with them for 

what seemed like hours.  

Mendel mentioned that it was 

Yud Aleph Nissan – the Lub-

avitcher Rebbe`s birthday. 

Suddenly, Line got very excit-

ed and asked what can we do, 

explaining “I know that on 

Purim you read the Meggilah 

and on the New Year for trees 

(Tu BeShvat) you a have a 

fruit party, so what do you do 

on the Rebbe's birthday?" 

We gave a brief explanation 

on the meaning of the day 

and how the Rebbe encour-

aged all to use this oppor-

tunity to take on new resolu-

tions in strengthening one’s 

commitment to Yiddishkeit. 

She immediately became very 

enthusiastic and went around 

the table, requesting every-

one to share what their new 

undertaking would be in hon-

or of this great day! Springing 

off that energy, we launched 

into a heartfelt melody 

taught to us by the Rebbe 

named Shamil and shared the 

powerful story and message 

laid therein. 

 Just picture the scene, in 

the middle of Coffs Harbor, 

two of the Rebbe’s Shluchim 

are Farbrenging, making 

Hachlotos (resolutions) and 

singing the Rebbe`s Niggun. 

It was an incredible experi-

ence. Of course we finished 

off with the “French Anthem - 

Hoaderes V’ohemuna”, telling 

them how the Rebbe in had 

transformed the anthem into 

a Niggun. They couldn't be-

lieve their ears; they knew 

the “anthem” but not the 

“Niggun!” They were in-

trigued how the Rebbe had 

taken their anthem, which 

they knew speaks about 

“killing and blood”, and had 

turned it into a beautiful 

Jewish Niggun (melody). 

With such incredible people 

and gorgeous location, we 

asked her if she was interest-

ed in hosting a Shiur after 

Yom Tov for the Jews in Coffs. 

She didn't miss a beat and 

sounded really excited about 

the idea. We thanked her for 

her kind hospitality and went 

on our way to make our own 

Farbrengen in our apartment 

for Yud Aleph Nissan. 

As the days moved on we 

had the pleasure of meeting 

countless more Jews and as-

suring that they each had 

their Pesach needs in order. 

Then came time to hit the 

kitchen! Apron, peelers and 

lots of potatoes in hand, we 

began preparing the delicious 

gourmet dishes for Coffs and 

our Pesach preparations were 

soon under way.   

It was just a few hours be-

fore Yom Tov and we received 

a call from an Argentinean 

fellow asking if he and his 

girlfriend can come to the 

Seder? “Of course!” we re-

sponded.  

The Seder began with us 

welcoming the guests, making 

everyone feel at home and 
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getting to know the few that we 

hadn’t met yet. We sure got a 

reminder of our purpose in Coffs 

when one of our guests intro-

duced himself: “Hi, my name is 

Alan and I am a sworn atheist”. 

The guest settled down and 

Mendel Lerman officially wel-

comed everyone and started the 

Seder. There was a lovely at-

mosphere at the Seder and a 

very Heimishe one. Everybody 

felt right at home. 

 For Ma Nishtana we had 

planned a special surprise, the 

first ever Jewish Coffs Harbor 

boys’ choir! Two children got up 

on the stage and sang the Ma 

Nishtana. We were now witness-

ing the fruits of our labor, for at 

one of our house visits, to a 

lovely woman by the name of 

Annmarie Cohen and her two 

sweet boys, Mendel and Yehu-

dah had spoken with Annie and 

realized how much she knew. 

But sadly, she had not passed it 

on to her two little youngsters. 

They told them the whole tale 

of Pesach and the kids listened, 

totally transfixed. They encour-

aged her and the boys to learn 

the Ma Nishtana for the Seder 

and get an awesome prize too!  

The boys were very excited. 

 The Seder moved on so 

smoothly, before we knew, it 

was Matza time. When it came 

time to eat the Afikomen and 

Bentch, the people were well 

fed and relaxed as we launched 

back into the Haggada. When 

the Seder came to a close, we 

were delighted to hear from the 

people that this was the best 

Seder they have had, the best 

nourishment they have received 

both physically with the food 

and spiritually with the words 

of inspiration and the reading 

of the Haggadah and so forth.  

As we were saying our good-

byes to our beloved guests, we 

heard from the beautiful young 
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Argentinean couple how they 

found us. 

They were passing through 

Coffs just for one day and 

found themselves sitting on 

the beach Friday afternoon, 

hours before the Seder. Re-

membering that it was Pesach 

that night, they were sad 

when they thought how they 

had no family in Coffs and it 

was unlikely there would be a 

Seder in this far-from-

anything-Jewish city. But 

before giving up, they decided 

to use Google to see if there 

were any Sedarim happening 

nearby. But they made one 

condition: if something comes 

up, they had to go. They 

googled 'Pesach in Coffs Har-

bour' but nothing came up. 

Then he realized he had to 

google 'Passover' in Coffs. Of 

course, our website came up 

with all the relevant infor-

mation. They came and abso-

lutely loved it. It was worth it 

to go to Coffs just for these 

two Neshomos!  

As we planned our next and 

final few days in Coffs, we had 

our Shiur scheduled that 

would take place on Line’s 

porch with the awesome view. 

After meeting and speaking 

with the Yidden in Coffs, we 

decided that they were of the 

type who would appreciate a 

Shiur in some deep concepts 

in Chassidus. 

There were 6 people at the 

Shiur (excluding us four), they 

7 

were all really blown away by 

what we discussed. The high-

light was singing and dancing 

to familiar Jewish songs. They 

again expressed their gratitude 

for not just a wonderful Seder 

and a Shiur, but for a whole new 

level of warmth, liveliness and 

happiness in their lives. 

One thing that we saw clearly 

throughout our Shlichus was 

that however much you're giv-

ing, you're really taking. As 

much as we affected the people 

there, we were affected watch-

ing them. Lechaim! 

Mendel Weinbaum & 

Mendel Lerman 
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The Cairns Pesach Seder is the 

largest one we arrange, usually 

totalling around 100 attendees. 

Some reserve beforehand while 

others just show up. This year, 

already a week before Pesach, we 

surprisingly had 100 people re-

served to attend. This scared us 

a little. As it is we are not expert 

chefs, and cooking kosher food 

for 100 is on its own a massive 

production. Now we were aiming 

for over 120 attendees!  

Knowing of one contact we 

had who works as a chef, we 

called him hoping he can assist. 

Unfortunately, he told us, he 

would be busy that week and 

could only offer 1 hour of his 

time. 

On Wednesday, with the Seder 

less than three days away, we 

were still in doubt as to how we 

would pull this off. After a house 

visit in the morning, we took a 

quick stop at the local supermar-

ket to get the last items needed 

to begin our cooking the follow-

ing day. Rushing to get to our 

next house visit a half hour later 

and about a half an hour dis-

tance drive we quickly got what 

we needed, left the store and 

put it all in the boot. 

As we were about to pull away 

we realized there was one more 

crucial item we needed to get. 

Shmuli quickly ran back in. 

Walking down aisle number 2, he 

heard behind him what sounded 

like people conversing in He-

brew. He turned around to see 

two men trying to hide their 

identity, making as if they were-

n’t speaking Hebrew. Shmuli 

quickly walked up to them and 

with a huge smile greeted them 

with a warm “Shalom Aleichem”. 

Both of them, extremely sur-

prised at what was happening, 
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answered “Aleichem Shalom”. 

“What are your names? Do 

you live in Cairns?” asked 

Shmuli. 

You must keep in mind that 

most of the Jews in Cairns 

who reside in the close to-

gether residential neighbor-

hoods all know of each other 

and have met at least once, 

especially the Israelis. It is 

for this reason Shmuli was 

very surprised when the 

younger of the two, Ra-

chamim, a middle aged man, 

responded “I’ve been living in 

Cairns for almost two years 

now in one of the most Jew-

ish populated residential are-

as and I have not met one 

Jew!” 

“What in the world are you, 

a religious Rabbi, doing in far

-off Cairns?” was his next 

question. Shmuli excitedly 

responded, “We came to make 

a Seder for the Jewish people 

here and I am personally in-

viting you to come!” 

“Wow!" he shouted. “G-d 

must have sent you at this 

moment and in this aisle of 

the store! Literally a minute 

ago I asked my father (the 

man standing beside him) 

what are we going to do for 

the Seder this year? I don’t 

know any other Jews here! I 

don’t have Matzah or any-

thing else for the Seder. And 

then out of nowhere you ap-

peared!” 

Now the story gets better. 

Still trying to take in what 

had just transpired, Ra-

chamim turns to me and asks 

“Where are you getting all the 

kosher food from? Who is 

cooking it for you?”  

“We brought it all up from 

Melbourne and we are cook-

ing it", was the response.  

“Do you know how to cook 

and for so many people?” 

Rachamim continued. 

 "Not really” Shmuli re-

sponded, “But Hashem will 

help us out”.  

Suddenly Rachamim broke 

out into a huge smile. “I am a 

chef! Thats why my father is 

here with me. He had come 

for a few months to help me 

open a restaurant here in 

Cairns.” 

Now Shmuli was shocked. 

Before he could say anything, 

Rachamim continued. “I have 

the whole day off tomorrow 

(Thursday). I’d really like to 
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come and help you; I’ll even 

bring my father along for extra 

help. Just tell me a time and 

place and I’ll be there”.  

Shmuli turned to both of them, 

ready hug them and dance. 

"Look what G-d just arranged! In 

front of our eyes a miracle has 

just taken place!”  

After exchanging numbers 

Shmuli ran out to the car late for 

our next visit, totally forgetting 

about what he had run back into 

the store to get, but now know-

ing why we really had to go back 

inside. Sure enough they both 

came the following day and 

spent practically the entire day 

with us in the kitchen together 

with Nachi Smetana (A YC 

Shliach), Shloimi Lipton and 

Tzviki Rimler (YG Bochurim), 

chatting and cooking.  

Taking advantage of the op-

portunity, we put Tefillin on 

them. Ari (Rachamim’s father) - 

a man of 60- could not remem-

ber the last time he put on Tefil-

lin. 

They came early to the Seder 

to once again make sure all the 

food was under control. Ra-

chamim came over to us during 

the Seder and still overwhelmed 

by all that had occurred between 

us in the past two days, proudly 

said “You have no idea what I 

am witnessing now: My father is 

one of the most secular Jews 

you have ever met.  I have never 

in my life seen him at any Jew-

ish Mitzvah-related event and 

here I saw him put on Tefillin for 

the first time in my life, and now 

(pointing to his father sitting by 

a table) he is sitting, participat-

ing and loving every part of the 

Seder. You have no idea what 

this Pesach means for me in my 

life, I will remember this forev-

er!” 

He continued, “Next year make 

sure to call me a month before 

Pesach. We will put together a 

proper menu, order the proper 

ingredients and together pre-

pare the 2017 Pesach Seder”. 

Boruch Hashem the Seder had 

well over 120 people with great 

compliments about the food, 

thanks to the G-dly planned 

meeting in the supermarket. If 

we only knew what would hap-

pen walking in the supermarket, 

we would have spent the whole 

day there! 

Shmuli Lezak & 

Mendel Wineberg 

(continued) 
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W 
e landed in Brisbane on 

Monday, Yud Nissan, just 

after 3 pm and headed straight 

over to the local Shliach, Rabbi 

Levi Jaffe, who briefed us on our 

Shlichus. We would be visiting 

many Yidden in the suburbs, 

supplying them with Shmurah 

Matzah for Pesach, running the 

Sedarim in the city’s Shul (one 

of the oldest shuls in Australia, 

celebrating its 130th anniver-

sary of consecration this year),  

conducting the Minyanim there, 

as well as running a model Mat-

zah bakery for the children in 

the local Jewish day school. We 

were ready as ever and looked 

forward enthusiastically to the 

two weeks ahead of us.  

We kicked it all off with a 

Farbrengen that night for Yud 

Alef Nissan, the Rebbe’s birth-

day. A few phone calls and a 

shopping trip later, we found 

ourselves seated around a table 

in our apartment (graciously 

given to us by the Jaffes to use 

during our stay), with over a 

Minyan of Yidden from all back-

grounds: two French boys back-

packing through Australia, a 

local businessman, a retired doc-

tor, an Israeli Baal Teshuva, a 

young man just out of his first 

year in university, Rabbi Jaffe, 

his three sons and us. Everyone 

shared their experiences with 

the Rebbe and Chabad, while 

singing inspiring Niggunim to-

gether, leaving us all uplifted on 

this special day.  

Tuesday morning, after an 

early morning Shacharis at 6:00 

am, we were off to the local Jew-

ish Day School, Sinai College, 

where we ran a very successful 

Model Matzah Bakery. All the 

children got very involved, mak-

ing beautiful Matzos and listen-
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ing intently to the back-

ground and lessons of Shmu-

rah Matzah.  

The rest of Tuesday and 

Wednesday were a flurry of 

activity as we drove around 

from suburb to suburb, deliv-

ering Matzah to over 40 fami-

lies. Towards evening on 

Wednesday, we went to the 

Shul to Kasher the kitchen for 

Pesach. Immediately after-

ward, we began cooking and 

preparing for the Seder.  

Between Wednesday night 

and Thursday morning two 

Bochurim from Yeshiva Gedo-

lah, Menachem Fox and Dov 

Vogel, joined us. They were to 

be our assistants on Shlichus 

and they would prove invalu-

able to us, helping us with 

last minute shopping and 

Matzah delivery, as well as 

playing important roles in 

running the Sedarim.  

After an action-packed 

Erev Pesach, we headed to-

wards the Shul to make some 

final preparations for the 

Seder there.  

This year, Rabbi Jaffe 

stepped up to the plate and 

volunteered to arrange the 

Seder at the Brisbane syna-

gogue as a Chabad function. 

Boruch Hashem, everything 

came together in the nick of 

time and a beautiful Seder 

was prepared.  

Over 50 people attended 

the first Seder. Besides the 

locals, we had many visitors 

and tourists join us, all com-

ing together as a family to 

celebrate and relive Yetzias 

Mitzrayim, our birth as a na-

tion. Everyone got involved in 

reading and singing parts of 

the Haggadah, inspiring 

Divrei Torah were shared and 

a great excitement filled the 

room during the entire dura-

tion of the Seder. The Seder 

lasted almost three hours and 

according to veteran at-

tendees, this was the first 

year every single person 

stayed until the very end!  

The second Seder, alt-

hough conducted with a rela-

tively smaller crowd of 25 

people, was no less energetic 

and inspirational. Like the 

night before, the Seder 

stretched into the night and 

again, everyone stayed until 

the last drop of wine.  

While socializing during 

Shulchan Orech, we met a very 

nice couple, David and Simone 

Cohen, who just recently be-

gan making significant strides 

in their observance of Yid-

dishkeit. Simone recounted 

about the day she decided to 

begin learning Chitas with 

Rabbi Gordon’s classes on 

Chabad.org, only to find out 

that Rabbi Gordon had passed 

away two days before. She felt 

it was a sign that she should 

continue in his memory and 

Boruch Hashem she has kept 

it up. They both expressed 

their delight at being able to 

experience a genuine Seder 

out in Brisbane. We wished 

them lots of luck in their en-

deavors and advised them of 

different resources they could 

...continued on page 16 
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I 
n far away Fremantle, WA 

there are many Jews who 

don't get to experience the 

beauty of Jewish tradition on a 

regular basis. We traveled there 

to make a public Seder for them, 

as well as to go around to the 

surrounding towns to visit these 

far-flung Yidden to infuse them 

with the flame of Judaism. 

 At the Seder there was great 

warmth and atmosphere felt by 

all of the guests, as was evident 

in the letters of appreciation we 

received afterwards. We started 

the program with men laying 

Tefillin and women lighting 

Shabbos Candles, which was fol-

lowed by a beautiful Kabolas 

Shabbos ceremony giving the 

rare opportunity for two of the 

men to say Kaddish for their 

loved ones.  

The traditional singing and 

dancing by the Seder really gave 

over the true spirit of Pesach to 

all those present. The joy was so 

great, that after the ending of 

the formal Seder the crowd 

broke out in spontaneous sing-

ing. The Seder truly brought the 

Exodus to life, making it a reali-

ty, teaching the participants 

that leaving Egypt wasn't just a 

onetime thing, rather it is us 

leaving our spiritual limits and 

boundaries on a daily basis, 

growing in our connection to 

Hashem until the ultimate Exo-

dus from Egypt with the coming 

of the Moshiach.  

A big thank you goes to Reb-

betzin White and the Yeshivah 

Gedolah Bochurim, Davi Lampert 

& Chaim Amzalak, for working 

tirelessly to cook and prepare 

the food for the Seder.  
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The next morning we walked 

28km from Fremantle to Cha-

bad of Perth to run the second 

Seder. Despite the long and 

weary walk, the Seder was very 

lively with song, insight and 

inspiration.  

From our visits to people's 

houses, there are a few stories 

that stand out from amongst 

the rest. Shortly before Pe-

sach we visited a gentleman 

named Bill who had moved 

from Pennsylvania two years 

ago. He had a bit of a pest 

issue in his house, so he got 

in touch with an exterminator 

who came to his house. The 

exterminator happened to be 

an Israeli and quickly discov-

ered that his customer was 

Jewish. He passed Bill's num-

ber over to the Chabad 

Shluchim in Perth, who in turn 

gave us the number. Last year 

Pesach, we met up with him in 

Fremantle and gave him Mat-

zah. This year, he welcomed 

us very warmly into his home 

where we put up two Mezuzos 

and put Tefillin on him, some-

thing he hadn't done in nearly 

fifty years. We also gave him 

Shmurah Matzah for Pesach 

and discussed Judaism at 

length.  

He came to the Fremantle 

Seder, which was his first time 

by a real Seder. Truly taken by 

the atmosphere and Jewish 

pride, he joined in the reading 

of the Haggadah, dancing and 

singing. He exclaimed at the 

end, "I can't wait, I'll surely 

come back next year!" It was 

an amazing sight, to see his 

Jewish soul ignite into a 

flame. 

Another person we met was 

a woman named Naomi, an 

Israeli woman married to an 

Aboriginal man. Naomi 

found out about our Seder 

from friends and got in 

touch with us via email 

where she signed up her 

family for the Seder. By the 

Seder they enjoyed the Pe-

sach spirit tremendously; 

this being the first Seder 

that their two sons had at-

tended. They were extremely 

involved, asking the "Ma 

Nishtana" and other ques-

tions throughout the Seder. 

After they snatched the Afi-

koman (as some are accus-

tomed to do), we went to their 

home to give them gifts for 

returning the Afikoman.  

The children were excitingly 

awaiting our arrival by the 

window for nearly an hour. We 

were welcomed into their 

home warmly and kindly and 

after discussing Judaism for 
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(continued) 
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A some time, we presented the 

children with gifts of Tzitzis and 

a Jewish book. It was truly an 

inspirational sight to see these 

two sweet Jewish children who 

never really had a proper Jewish 

connection be so eager to get 

involved with it. They even 

stepped up to help as we placed 

a Mezuzah on their front door. It 

was very moving for their mother 

to see her children connecting to 

their Jewish roots as heartily as 

she did. 

We left immensely inspired 

from all that took place and hope 

that others will take from this 

inspiration throughout the year, 

impacting all their experiences. 

May we merit to celebrate Pesach 

in Yerushalayim with Moshiach 

very soon.  

Mattisyohu Charytan & 

Elimelech Backman 

use from the Chabad House in 

Brisbane in the future.  

On the first day of Chol Hamo-

ed, we took a 40-minute drive to 

Riverview, one of the more distant 

suburbs of Brisbane. There we met 

with Alon, an Israeli who moved 

down under for business purpos-

es. We put up two Mezuzos in his 

house and chatted with him for a 

long while about his family, his 

job and many other things. He 

was visibly moved that we had 

traveled so far just for him. We 
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explained that this is our 

Shlichus, to reach every last 

Jew.  

The second day of Chol 

Hamoed saw the arrival of 

Shmuli Lezak and Mendy Wine-

berg, the Shluchim who had 

made the Sedarim in Cairns, 

coming to spend some time 

with us before returning to 

Melbourne for the last days of 

Yom Tov.  

In conjunction with their 

arrival, Rabbi Jaffe arranged a 

Kinus Torah, which drew in 

people from Gold Coast and 

Byron Bay as well. Rabbi Jaffe 

served as MC, setting the tone 

of the evening by describing 

the great importance the Reb-

be attached to these gather-

ings. Rabbi Nir Gurevitch, Cha-

bad Rabbi in Gold Coast, was 

first at the podium, followed by 

Shluchim Yossi Lipsker and 

Mendy Wineberg. Rabbi Daniel 

Gould, a native of Brisbane and 

the first graduate of Sinai Col-

lege to become a rabbi, ad-

dressed the crowd as well. A 

lively Rabbi Binyomin Serebry-

anski ended the Kinus in true 

Yom Tov spirit, telling enthusi-

astically about the Rebbe’s 

great love of these gatherings.  

The last days of Pesach 

brought with them two more 

Shluchim, Levi Setton and Tzvi 

Gewirtz of Sydney, who had 

been in the Sunshine Coast for 

the first days. Our own private 

Seudas Moshiach ended Yom 

Tov in a wonderful way, and 

after cleaning and tidying up, 

we headed back to Melbourne, 

recharged and ready to contin-

ue our Shlichus, full speed 

ahead!  

On a personal note, we 

would like to thank the incred-

ible Shluchim to Brisbane, Rab-

bi Levi and Rebbetzin Devorah 

Jaffe and their family, who 

took care of all our needs and 

more, all with a smile and in 

the best way possible. We 

could not have done it without 

them.  

Yossi Lipsker & Arie Leib 

Gorowitz 
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was visibly moved that we had 

traveled so far just for him. We 

Ch
ab

ad
 o

f 
BR

IS
BA

NE
 

QL
D 



18 

D 
arwin is arguably the most 

remote spot for anything, let 

alone Judaism, in Australia. Lo-

cated at the tip of the Northern 

Territory, Yiddishkeit in Darwin 

would be non-existent if not for 

the Passover Australia Rabbis 

who come once a year to reig-

nite the Jewish spark within 

these far-flung Jews. Thank G-d, 

over the years, the database has 

only got bigger and this year we 

met a whole host of new people, 

putting on Tefillin, giving Shab-

bos Candles, putting up Mezuzos 

and helping them out with their 

Pesach arrangements. And on 

top of all that, our Seder was 

bigger and better than ever this 

year, with over 50 attendees. 

The Northern Territory News-

paper contacted us the morning 

we arrived and asked if they 

could take pictures and inter-

view us. This was truly the Reb-

be at work, as it opened up new 

channels and reached many new 

Jews (and non-Jews) who were 

interested in joining us for the 

Passover Seder.  

When it comes to Shlichus, 

Hashgacha Pratis (Divine Provi-

dence) is the name of the game. 

One of the many interesting 

Hashgacha Pratis that happened 

to us was that as a result of our 

newspaper article our inbox was 

flooded with emails from many 

people, Jews and non-Jews 

alike. One of the emails we re-

ceived was from a woman named 

Jemimah who asked us for infor-

mation about the Seder. Unfor-

tunately, we only saw her email 

after Yom Tov so we sent her an 

email expressing our regret that 

we had missed her email, but 

being that we were still going to 

be in Darwin the next day, we 

would love to meet her and give 

AT A GLANCE: 
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her some Matzah. Since by 

then we had become very 

wary of non-Jews who were 

interested in Pesach, our 

email concluded "if you are 

Jewish please email us back 

and we'll be in touch." She 

emailed us back saying she 

would love to meet us at 

2:00pm in the Casurina 

Square Shopping Centre the 

next day.  

Sure enough the next day at 

the appointed time, we found 

ourselves in the mall talking 

to Jemimah and giving her 

Matzah. After a few short 

moments of discussion, after 

realizing that she was not 

Jewish, and not wishing to 

get into an argument about 

our different beliefs, we kind-

ly bid farewell and continued 

on our way.  

After that, we didn't have 

much to do. We had to check 

out of the house at 10:00am 

and the earliest available 

flight was at 5:00pm. So we 

started aimlessly strolling 

around Casurina Square, 

thinking if there was anyone 

we still hadn't met. Suddenly, 

out of the blue we hear a 

voice behind us asking, "Hey, 

is there a Synagogue in Dar-

win?". Low and behold, we 

were introduced to a very 

warm Jewish man, Ross An-

derson and his wife, who in-

credibly, is also Jewish 

(something which in Darwin 

is very unusual). We 

shmoozed with them for a 

while, got his number and 

address, gave him some Mat-

zah and a Passover Guide, and 

bid our farewells, rushing to 

the airport to return the car 

and catch our flight. 

This little story is a true 

expression that while on 

Shlichus, the Divine Hand was 

literally guiding and placing 

us in the right spot, at the 

right time. 

The power of Shlichus truly 

expresses itself when those 

touched by the Shliach go on 

to touch others, thus creating 

an exponential ripple effect 

of which its impact is im-

measurable. Real Shlichus 

means that even after the 

Shluchim leave, the people 

are empowered to take on 

initiatives of their own, and 

B"H that is exactly what hap-

pened in Darwin this year. 

Throughout the Seder there 

was a tremendous feeling of 

warmth amongst the Jews of 

Darwin, many of whom were 

meeting for the first time. 
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Nevertheless, the Jewish soul-

connection was apparent as 

the guests sat singing and talk-

ing late into the night, long 

after the Seder was officially 

over, not wanting to take leave 

of the magical atmosphere. 

At some point we began 

speaking about the necessity 

for the Jews in Darwin to be-

come a community, arranging 

get-togethers and events of 

their own, not just once a year 

on Pesach when the Passover 

Australia Shluchim come. Im-

mediately three people enthu-

siastically jumped on the idea, 

one of them a parliament mem-

ber, wishing to get involved. 

We made up to give them our 

contact lists, and get the ball 

rolling after Yom Tov.  Now we 

are in touch with these people 

waiting to see what will unfold. 

Hopefully, by next year the 

Pesach Seder will be just one of 

many Jewish events taking 

place in Darwin. 

There is no doubt that the 

Jewish renaissance in Darwin is 

only getting bigger and strong-

er every year. 

Ovadya Rogalsky & 

Shloimi Kesselman 

(continued) 
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Just wanted to thank you and 

your colleagues for an excellent 

Seder in Darwin last week. Really 

appreciate the effort you all made 

for us.    -Ian. 

Yehuda and I would like to thank 

you all so much for the special 

and enjoyable Lela Seder Evening in 

Fremantle... 

It is always a great evening but this 

year was exceptional.. 

Lovely atmosphere and interesting 

stories... 

Well prepared and flowing... 

Really had a wonderful time... 

and fantastic food... 

Odeya as usual excelled... 

Thank you again… 

  -Pamela Hayon 

Thank you so much for the visit! 

Once a year in Coffs simply isn’t 

enough – I have so many ques-

tions. 

Kindest regards, 

  -Ursh 

תודה רבה שמואל, כל הכבוד לכם על 
סדר פסח מצויין טעים וכולם אהבו! 
  הצלחה בהכל, רוצים משיח עכשיו!!!

שי ושירלי-    

Thanks shmulik, that will be my 

pleasure to help a little, please do 

contact me.  

It definitely feels like השגחה פרטית. 

Talk soon brother  

It was our pleasure. As I mentioned 

feel free to pass my phone number 

on to the rabbi and others in Cairns, 

I would love to assist in the future 

too. Send our love to the rest of the 

guys too חג שמח 
  -Rachamim 

We are the ones who should thank 

you Shmuli, Mendy and all the other 

Chabad boys who made this lovely 

Pesach for us in Cairns. 

  -Udi  David-Stern & family 

Thank you so much for having us at the Passover 
Seder! 
We had an amazing time (and are still remember-

ing the chicken, which was delicious).   

Hope you all had a nice stay in Cairns and a good 

trip back to Melbourne.  

Kind Regards, 

  -Zoe, Darryl and Madeline  

Arie Leib & Yossi did an outstand-

ing job, very competent both in 

Shul and running the Sedarim, 

which were well organized, interest-

ing, and engaging".   - Alan Rose 

Dear Mattisyohu, thank you for inviting and having us 

in the Passover Seder in Fremantle. It was a wonderful 

experience for my kids, my husband and myself. Sean & 

Liam expecting you to arrive at our home and I'd like to 

check with you what is the best time for you. Our home 

is very simple but warm. I will be off today & tomorrow, 

the rest of the week I am working. If you'd like to come 

over today it would be fantastic we would need to or-

ganize & clean up a little bit though so please give me 

few hours before. 

Again - thanks a lot for inviting us to the Seder. 

Hi Ovadya 

The last Pesach was a wonderful experience and 

again, thank you, Shlomo and Chabad for facilitat-

ing it.  

As discussed, we would like to try to have more 

get-togethers throughout the year. Is it possible for 

you to send me a contact list for Darwin with email 

addresses and phone numbers? 

Again, thank you and all the best.  

 -Ollie 
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I 
t was just a few weeks be-

fore Pesach with the prepa-

rations well underway, when we 

sat down to call yet another of 

the many Jews we were in con-

tact with in the beautiful city 

of Cairns to invite them to par-

ticipate in our annual Seder. 

Unbeknownst to us at the time, 

the call made that day would 

directly affect four generations 

of a Jewish family in Cairns. 

After a few rings, the elderly 

Mrs. Stern answered the phone. 

She explained to us that alt-

hough she always enjoyed com-

ing to our Seder, due to recent 

health issues, she was unsure if 

she would be able to come on 

her own. She added despond-

ently that her daughter Aman-

da, who would usually bring 

her, sadly wouldn’t be able to 

accompany her this year, as her 

working schedule limited her 

hours, forcing her to work at 

night as well. As the call was 

about to conclude, we had a 

random idea that we might as 

well try: We’ll give her daughter 

a call and only G-d knows what 

will come out of it. After re-

ceiving Amanda’s number from 

Mrs. Stern, we thanked her and 

wished her a speedy recovery.  

Immediately we called Aman-

da, who was incredibly warm 

and friendly. Regarding the 

Seder however, she was disap-

pointed to tell us that due to 

her busy work schedule Friday 

night was just not an option. 

We also were sorry she couldn't 

come, but suggested that per-

haps during our visit to Cairns 

we could pay her and her family 

a visit. She readily agreed and 

we made up to visit on the 

Monday night before Pesach 

(which turned out to be Yud 

Aleph Nissan!). 

After an extremely busy day 

packed with visits, driving from 

house to house, it was already 

late afternoon when we headed 

towards the address Amanda 

had provided. She was waiting 

outside anticipating our arrival 

and with a warm smile she ush-

ered us into her home and in-

troduced us to her family: her 

CA
IR

NS
 

st
or

y 



23 

son Michael (an officer in the 

Cairns police force) with his 

small child and her teenage 

daughter Rachel.  

As the conversation began, it 

didn’t take long to realize, that 

here was a family that knew 

nothing about Judaism other 

than the plain and simple fact 

that they are Jewish! We found 

ourselves in remote Cairns, 

Queensland sitting with three 

generations of Jews who have 

been removed from their roots 

for so long. In fact the only 

knowledge Rachel knew about 

Judaism was what she had 

picked up in her non-Jewish 

school! Starting with the ba-

sics, we explained to them 

what Pesach was all about, how 

Hashem had chosen us as His 

nation and given us the Torah, 

what life as a Jew means and 

so on. Time had no meaning as 

we sat for almost two hours 

while they soaked in our every 

word. Rachel in particular was 

shooting question after ques-

tion, fascinated by all this new 

information.  

Turning to Michael we sug-

gested that he have a Bar Mitz-

vah. Initially, he refused, think-

ing we were suggesting that he 

undergo a Bris! But then, after 

a little clarification of what a 

Bar Mitzvah is, at the age of 30, 

Michael put on Tefillin for the 

first time as we excitedly 

danced together ‘Siman Tov 

Umazal Tov’. Glancing up at the 

door we noticed that there was 

no Mezuza. Prepared as we 

were for just such an occasion, 

we handed Rachel the Mezuza 

we had on hand and directed 

her in putting it up on their 

front door. 

Leafing through some of the 

fliers we had brought along, 

Rachel took interest in the 

Mitzvah of Nesh”ek – that Jew-

ish women and girls are to light 

candles at the onset of every 

Shabbat and before Jewish 

festivals. We spoke about the 

meaning and importance of it 

and by the end of the discus-

sion mother and daughter took 

on themselves to begin light-

ing Shabbos candles. 

When the conversation 

turned to the Seder, Amanda’s 

frustration at not being able to 

participate turned to joy when 

we informed her, that for the 

very first time in Cairns history, 

a second Seder was being held 

in our apartment on the second 

night of Pesach! She excitedly 

told us that she and her mother 

would love to join (which they 

indeed did).  

As we got up to leave, the 

family thanked us profusely 

and we in turn were delighted 

to have met them. Before leav-

ing, we promised to return after 

Yom Tov to give them some of 

the Jewish literature and books 

we had brought along from 

Melbourne to help them con-

tinue on their journey in dis-

covering Yiddishkeit.  

Upon returning with the Jew-

ish books, they both jumped 

onto the books like fish to wa-

ter. Amanda grabbed one and 

excitedly proclaimed “I am 

starting with this”. Then Ra-

chel grabbed another proclaim-

ing “I am starting with this”. 

They both jumped on the Sid-

dur pleading with us to show 

them a few prayers to begin 

with. 

In addition to the strong 

impact we left on them, it 

equally left us tremendously 

inspired from seeing their in-

tense thirst for literally any-

thing Jewish we can share 

them. 

This story is just one of the 

many encounters that we mer-

ited to have with the Jews of 

Cairns. It showed us too that 

the Neshomoh of every Jew is 

alive; we just need to reach 

them and help reveal what lies 

deep within every one of them.  

Shmuli Lezak & 

Mendel Wineberg 
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was a family that 

knew nothing about 

Judaism other than 

the plain and simple 

fact that they are 

Jewish!  
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A 
s we plan our trip to Cairns 

every year, we always 

schedule to spend an extra day 

after the Sedorim in Cairns, 

both to pack up all of our 

equipment and neatly put them 

away in storage for next year 

Pesach, as well as to catch up 

on any house visits we didn’t 

get around to before the Seder. 

We finished this fairly early 

Monday morning. With only 

two more house visits planned 

for the evening, we decided to 

drive up to a waterfall and 

spend the afternoon seeing 

Hashem’s beautiful creations in 

the tropical city of Cairns, or so 

we thought was our plan. Little 

did we know what Hashem was 

about to set up for us.  

After spending an hour or two 

at the ‘Crystal Cascades’, we 

packed our things to head back 

to our apartment and prepare 

for our house visits. While 

walking to the car, we suddenly 

heard a voice saying ‘Shalom’. 

We were not surprised, as this 

is a pretty common occurrence, 

so we just looked up at the two 

men ahead of us and nodded 

our heads in recognition of 

their greeting, thinking that 

these were just some non-Jews 

trying to be respectful and we'd 

continue on our way. But to 

our astonishment, the two 

young men followed us and 

asked if we were from Israel. 

We explained where we were 

from and who we were and 

again continued walking. But 

these men weren’t done. Con-

tinuing to follow us, they pro-

claimed “We are Jewish!”  

As we were a little taken 

aback and curious, yet still not 

convinced, we began asking a 

few questions to see if they 

were actually Jewish. Perhaps 

only their father was Jewish, or 

something like that. 

 They frantically pointed at 

an elderly woman in the dis-

tance. “That is our mother! Ask 

her!" they exclaimed. 

At this point we realized 

something real was going on. 

We thought we had just come 

to spend a few hours admiring 
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Hashem’s creations, but there 

was much more behind the 

steps we were taking.  We ap-

proached the mother and to 

our disbelief she confirmed 

that she was Jewish! 

Before we could even ask for 

an explanation, as we were very 

curious as to how did this Jew-

ish family end up in remote 

Cairns, she continued that she 

was born in Holland to Holo-

caust survivors and all of her 

parent's families had been 

killed in the concentration 

camps (ר"ל). That being the 

case, following the Holocaust, 

her parents never let them 

openly talk about their Jewish 

identity. They stayed as far 

away as they could have from 

Judaism or any Jewish people 

for that matter. She moved far 

across the world to Australia, 

to Cairns where she lived now.  

This old lady was too scared to 

raise her children Jewish; it 

was almost a sin for her (ר"ל). 

Therefore, she joined a Chris-

tian group and raised them 

Christian.  

After hearing all this, we lit-

erally felt like we were fishing 

out the Jews from deep within 

the remote city of Cairns. 

We spoke for a while, explain-

ing how special it is to be born 

as a Jew, as part of the Jewish 

nation. How a Jew always re-

mains a Jew with a Neshomo 

keeping the Jew constantly 

connected very close to G-d. 

The special love and care G-d 

has for every Jew and much 

more. 

We then offered to come and 

properly converse later that 

evening in their home, to 

which they excitedly jumped at 

the opportunity. We exchanged 

numbers and continued on our 

way to our car. We were over-

whelmed by what had just tran-

spired, Hashem literally took us 

and them by His Hands and led 

us in the same path that after-

noon just to meet each other. 

About an hour later we called 

their number hoping to sched-

ule a visit and maybe even put 

up a Mezuzah. Jake (the older 

son) answered and sadly in-

formed us that his mother was 

too nervous to have us come 

over, as she had moved away 

from her Jewish roots and now 

has different beliefs. We obvi-

ously didn’t let him off and 

encouraged him to come to our 

apartment, to which he happily 

agreed. 

We were amazed as he came 

over with his younger brother, 

both extremely interested in 

every word we said. After a 

long conversation, we really 

needed to run to our next 

scheduled visit. So we left 

them with some books about 

Judaism to study, exchanged 

contact information and they 

promised to stay in touch. 

From what we thought was 

going to be a simple excursion, 

turned into helping an entire 

Jewish family begin their jour-

ney back to Judaism. We ask 

Hashem to help them open 

their eyes and see the truth. 

We are sure that right away we 

will be, both us and them, to-

gether with Moshiach, when 

the entire world will be filled 

with the knowledge of Hashem 

like the water fills the ocean! 

Shmuli Lezak & 

Mendel Wineberg 
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Jake (the older son) 

answered and sadly 

said that his mother 

was too nervous to 

have us come over, as 

she has moved away 

from her Jewish roots 

and now has different 

beliefs. We obviously 

didn’t let him off and 

encouraged him to 

come to our apart-

ment, to which he 
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Passover Australia would like to 

extend their appreciation to 

Merkos L’inyonei Chinuch for their 

significant support. 

On behalf of the hundreds of Jews 

in the Outback, upon whom such 

an indelible mark has been left, 

special thanks must be given to 

our sponsors for their kindness 

and generosity. 

Best wishes for continued success 

in all your endeavours. 


