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Dear Friends, 

The warmth and light of the Rebbe’s teach-

ings are the driving force behind the Passover 

Australia project, and our inspiration in en-

couraging all fellow Yidden to draw ever 

closer to our Father in heaven. 

The Passover Australia project is organised 

under the auspices of the Rabbinical College 

of Australia & New Zealand (Yeshivah Gedo-

lah), with the goal of ensuring that every Jew 

has a place for the Seder. 

Our achievements were only possible due to 

our partnership with the local community in 

Melbourne, Merkos Linyonei Chinuch in New 

York, and others from abroad. Many of our 

partners donated anonymously, either via our 

website or by post, without even being solic-

ited. To these partners we say: We don’t know 

your names, but we do know that your fine 

character exemplifies the fabric of this great com-

munity. 

Our networking with Chabad organizations both in Melbourne and abroad, and most significantly with Chabad of 

RARA, enabled us to reach many more Jewish families, and to achieve a far greater and longer-lasting impact. 

We are thankful for the privilege of being part of the Passover Australia success story, for spreading the teachings 

of Yiddishkeit in general and the wellsprings of Chassidus in particular, and for further hastening the Geulah. We 

hope and pray that this year’s Passover Australia is truly the last, and that next year we will merit the celebration 

of Passover Jerusalem instead, with the true and complete redemption speedily in our days.  

The Yeshivah Gedolah Shluchim 

Organizers of Passover Australia 

Rabbinical College of Australia & NZ 
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Top row (from left to right) 

Arie Leib Gorowitz, Mordechai Rubin, Mendel Raskin, Mendel Shuchat, 

Mattisyohu Charytan, Ovadya Rogalsky 

Bottom row (from left to right) 

Shmuel Lizak, Isaac Hillel, Mendel Weinbaum, Mendel Shpitzer, Mendel 

Okonov, Menachem Mendel Gourary,  

A suggestion was once put forth to have a symbolic 

empty chair at the Seder, representing Jews unable 

to participate in a Seder. 

The Rebbe asked: 

Why empty? 

Find a Jew and 

seat him in that 

chair! 
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T 
hink of a place far off, void of 

any full on Judaism, and 

you’ve just pictured Coffs Har-

bour. Much like the Melbourne 

of the ‘40s, there isn’t too much 

going on there in the realm of 

Judaism.  

For quite some time now, due 

to the visits for Pesach and RA-

RA, Coffs Harbour is taking a 

wonderful new Jewish look. Peo-

ple starting to put on Tefillin, 

light Shabbos candles and there 

are those that have even gone 

‚the whole nine yards‛, moving 

to a larger community to live a 

frum life.  

Believe it or not, now Coffs 

has taken it to a whole new lev-

el, there are now Torah classes 

amongst the people in the com-

munity, people who go out and 

spread the light, going out to 

others doing Mitzvos and host-

ing in their homes many Jewish 

events throughout the year. 

Coffs, thanks to the Rebbe is 

starting to transform to a source 

of light to the surrounding cit-

ies! 

So naturally, bringing Pesach 

to Coffs is very exciting; taking 

part of the Rebbe's force going 

to this blossoming Jewish com-

munity, infusing them with a 

Jewish - and for some ‚the‛ 

Jewish experience of the year. 

Upon our arrival in Coffs Har-

bour, we immediately started 

contacting people from all 

around finding out where they 

will be making their Seders, if 

they needed some Shmura Mat-

zah, and arranging visits to sit 

down and discuss different top-

ics in Judaism. 

Amongst one of the visits we 

made, there was one that stood 

out. As usual we were making a 

lot of calls, having some nice 
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conversations, inviting them 

to our Seder, offering Matzah 

and the like and sometimes 

chat a bit about Yiddishkeit.  

Going through our con-

tacts we came across a num-

ber that hadn’t been called in 

quite a while, intrigued I 

called the number prepared 

for another routine conversa-

tion, when an elderly woman 

answered the phone. Pre-

pared with the usual ‚script‛, 

I said hello, asked her about 

her plans for the Seder and if 

she needs Matzah. Her re-

sponse was firm, that she 

won't be making it to the 

Seder and she'll take a pass 

on the Matzah, explaining 

that although she grew up a 

knowing she was a Jew, she 

wasn’t quite interested in it 

at all, especially not for a 

visit. Disappointed I was 

ready to hang up the phone 

‘Well there goes another 

one’...   

Though somehow instead 

of hanging up like with all 

the others like that, we just 

carried the conversation, I 

still don’t know how the con-

versation changed from being 

an abrupt, 1 minute phone 

call to a 45 minute colourful 

conversation that B‛H 

changed her mind about 

things requesting a visit! So 

we set an appointment and 

made out for this interesting 

visit hoping for the best.  

The visit proved to be 

exceptional, she was quite 

intelligent, very knowledgea-

ble in religion(s) and had 

many questions prepared for 

us in her arsenal. We talked it 

out, and she was fascinated 

by the view of Chassidus, and 

it really changed her view on 

Yiddishkeit. We gave her a 

book to read and some shmu-

ra Matzah (which she indeed 

ate – a Mitzvah!) and on top 

of all that is that we are still 

in contact and have allot of 

conversations about many 

different topics in Yiddish-

keit.  

Although it’s not one 

those miracle ‚bumped in the 

street turned Baal Teshuvah‛ 

stories, it just goes to show 

that there is a plan, every-

thing is an Hashgacha Protis, 

how many years was she 

called and she rejected them, 

or she was just left on the list 

as one of those if you have 

time calls. How she could 

have just well been like that 

for us too. We only sometimes 

get to see it in action.� 

Organizing a communal 

Seder is not the job for just 

two Shluchim – we were 

backed by a group of Bo-

churim from Yeshiva Gedolah 

that came to assist with the 

preparations. Little did they 

realize that as much as they 

were helping us, they were 

getting helped! Having to 

teach things to others and see 

how it affected them, showed 

them how their Yiddishkeit is 

real and alive, and things that 

were not so important sud-

denly became a given. So I 

would say if just for that we 

went on Shlichus to Coffs.... 

Dayenu! 

To finish off, I just hope that 

just like we all affect others in 

their lives inspiring them to 

grow in Yiddishkeit, we should  

take a lesson for ourselves 

and enhance our Yiddishkeit, 

growing in Torah and Mitzvos 

emulating true Chassidim. 

Ultimately to merit the com-

ing of Moshiach, spending this 

upcoming Pesach in 

Yerushayim with Moshiach 

Tzidkeinu! 

                                                      

Arye Leib, Isaac, Aviad & 

Yechiel 
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I 
t was a typically busy day in 

the offices of Passover Aus-

tralia in April, 2014 when the 

phone rang. One of the Shluchim 

picked up the phone. 

‚Hi, this is Rabbi X.* from 

Sydney. Can I speak to the 

Shliach who is going on Merkos 

Shlichus to Cairns please?‛ 

The phone was handed off to 

me (Mendel Shuchat), the first 

year Shliach assigned to Cairns 

with older (now former) YG 

Shliach Yosef Kasle. ‚How can I 

help you?‛ 

‚I hear your going to Cairns 

for Pesach. I know someone 

from there, a woman named 

Rhonda*. If you could, I’d like to 

give you her number so you can 

get in touch with her. Maybe 

even visit her.‛ 

After taking down Rhonda’s 

contact numbers, this complete-

ly unremarkable conversation 

ended with the usual pleasant-

ries. Remember, this was the 

office of Passover Australia 

where it isn’t unheard of to be 

contacted or asked to check in 

to someone’s friend or relative 

in the remote and desolate parts 

of rural Australia to inspire or 

just to talk with them. 

We flew to Cairns and while 

preparing for the Seder, they 

came across Rhonda’s number. 

However, we couldn’t arrange a 

time to meet as she was dealing 

with the aftermath of Cyclone 

Ita, the devastating natural dis-

aster that ravaged most of 

Queensland as it passed over 

Australia, eventually causing 

more than $1.1 billion 

(US$1 billion) worth of damage. 

Our time in Cairns ended quickly, 
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and during Chol HaMoed we 

flew back to Melbourne, never 

having met Rhonda. 

The next 12 months 

passed quickly. During Tishrei 

2014, Yosef Kasel completed 

his 2 year Shlichus to Yeshi-

vah Gedolah and went back to 

the US with his group of 

Shluchim. 2 weeks later, the 

new Kvutzah for YG arrived.  

They established themselves 

quickly as an important part 

of the Lubavitch community 

in Melbourne and before long, 

it was time to reactivate the 

headquarters of Passover Aus-

tralia, to prepare to reach out 

to as many of their Jewish 

brethren in the remote parts 

of Australia that otherwise 

wouldn’t have any Pesach- let 

alone any other Jewish- expe-

rience for the year. Mendel, 

together with Shmuli Lezak, 

went back to Cairns for Pe-

sach.  

As we looked over our 

contacts list, we saw Rhonda’s 

number. However, despite 

repeated efforts, we couldn’t 

reach Rhonda. Evidently she 

had changed numbers. I 

called Rabbi X from Sydney, 

who had originally given me 

her number the year before.  

Rabbi X didn’t have Rhonda’s 

number, but he did have her 

father’s.  Eventually, Shmuli 

and Mendel were speaking to 

Jack*, Rhonda’s dad. He was 

from Brisbane, and a proud 

member of the Brisbane He-

brew Congregation. But when 

he was asked about his 

daughter, his cheerful de-

meanour turned to one of 

pain and pessimism.  

‚Ah, Rhonda. She was 

such a good girl, but….. You 

know how it is, they feel the 

need to rebel against conven-

tional thinking. We argued, I 

screamed, she ran 

way……last I heard she mar-

ried some non-Jewish Aussie 

bloke and lives on some re-

mote property outside of 

Cairns. I wouldn’t waste my 

time on her if I were you, she 

rejected all the Judaism I 

tried to teach her.  What I’m 

trying to tell you is she’s a 

hopeless cause.‛ 

Despite his morbid and 

grim predictions, we took her 

continued... 
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new number, encouraging him 

that no one is ever a hopeless 

cause and any Jew can always 

come back. Rhonda answered 

the first time she was rung and 

despite her initial surprise, she 

was happy for us to come over to 

her home, provided it was at a 

time Johnny*-her husband- 

wasn’t home. She gave us her 

address and with that the con-

versation ended. 

The next day, the day before 

Pesach, we hopped into the car 

to drive to Rhonda’s house. I 

typed her address into the GPS 

and stopped. 

‚That’s weird. It’s an hour 

away and there are no other 

houses there. Do we have the 

right address?‛ 

We typed the address into 

Google Maps and saw that this 

was a very remote area indeed. 

It would be a mission just to get 

there: you had to follow a long 

and windy road to get there, to a 

place where there was only three 

houses and hundreds of tree. 

Her father had meant it when he 

said she had run away. 

We drove for an hour, think-

ing about how if Rhonda would 

indeed speak to them with an 

open mind, it would be a clear 

example of how the Rebbe 

guides his Shluchim to the fur-

thest and most far flung corners 

of the globe to reach a Jew who 

needs guidance and inspiration.  

On and on we drove, we liter-

ally felt as if we were Batya –

Pharaoh’s daughter- who’s arm 

was miraculously stretched to 

save Moshe from the Nile River. 

At last we reached the interest-

ingly decorated house of Rhon-

(continued) 
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da. She was happy to greet us 

and invited us in. After the 

usual opening chit-chat, she 

started to open up. She ex-

plained how her parents did-

n’t appreciate her growing up, 

and that the Judaism she was 

exposed to felt stale and dry. 

Plainly and simply, she didn’t 

see the place of G-d in Juda-

ism. All she saw were books, 

rules and restrictions. She ran 

away as a young woman to 

Cairns and met Johnny, and 

soon enough they were mar-

ried. They moved out to this 

property because she wanted 

to see the G-dliness in nature. 

Clearly, there was still a spark 

of spirituality and Yiddishkeit 

burning within her. 

Our conversation now 

turned to Judaism and Pe-

sach. As we presented her 

with a Mezuzah she became 

very emotional and almost 

burst into tears, and she broke 

down when we gave her a 

Matzah. She inquired how to 

put the Mezuzah up, asking us 

to detail the intricate laws of 

Mezuzah placement.  

It was time for us to go, so 

after we exchanged email 

addresses and phone numbers 

and promises to keep in 

touch, we took our leave of 

Rhonda. Over the long drive 

back, we reflected on the visit 

and how no matter how far 

away a Jew is, literally AND 

figuratively, the Rebbe always 

guides his Shluchim to them 

when they are needed most. 

This was just one of the 

many visits we made while in 

cairns. We clearly experienced 

how the Rebbe  is actively 

caring, inspiring and effecting 

Jews all around the world 

even in such a remote place 

like we were. We truly believe 

that these Jews will continue 

in their growth and help us 

reach our goal to bring about 

the revelation of Moshiach 

Now! 

Shmuli  Lezak & Mendel 

Shuchat 

Skip to page 19 for an exciting 

Cairns Pesach story! 
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A 
fter catching an early morn-

ing flight on Tuesday, Yud 

Alef Nissan, from Melbourne, we 

(Motti Groner and Mendel Wein-

baum) touched down in Bris-

bane at 10:30am ready to begin 

our Shlichus for Pesach. The 

significance of the day was not 

lost on us and we were excited 

that we were starting on such a 

momentous occasion- the birth-

day of our sender, the Rebbe. 

We were driven to the Bris-

bane Hebrew Congregation, 

where we would be based over 

Yom Tov. Our Shlichus was to 

involve running and conducting 

the Seder, leading the Tefilos 

and visiting community mem-

bers. The community was found-

ed in 1865 and the Shul itself 

was dedicated in 1886 making it 

one of the oldest Shuls in Aus-

tralia. There we were greeted by 

Peter –the middle aged non-

Jewish caretaker— who knew 

his way around Yiddishkeit. Dur-

ing the pleasant conversation 

that ensued, he told us that he 

always put on a Yarmulkah be-

fore entering the Shul and 

pointed out which pots we could 

Kasher. At the same time that 

we were there, a group of dedi-

cated community members were 

setting up for the Seder in the 

Hall. They greeted us and it was 

clear that they were excited for 

the Seder. The vibrancy of the 

Brisbane Jewish community was 

outstanding, as we were quickly 

learning. 

The rest of the day was spent 

there as we Kashered the Keilim 

necessary for the Seder. It was 

already night when we received 

a call from Rabbi Jaffe, the 

Shliach to the city of Brisbane. 

He told us to come over to his 

house for Maariv and for a Far-

Ch
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brengan in honour of Yud Alef 

Nissan. We got there where 

we were met with a typically 

intresting collection of peo-

ple: a businessman, a man 

from Israel, several Yeshivah 

Bochurim in the form of Rabbi 

Jaffe’s sons and us. We sat 

around outside (due to Pe-

sach cleaning inside) and 

Farbrenged. 

By the next morning it 

was clear to us we were on no 

holiday. Our day started with 

the 6:00am Shachris Minyan 

and from then on it was an 

intense day as we began our 

Bikur Bayis (home visita-

tions) rounds of the Jewish 

community. We were joined 

by Andre, a doctor and proud 

Jew, who told us a bit about 

himself as we were driving 

around. Last year, he returned 

from an 8 year sojourn around 

the world and now expressed 

a keen interest in Chassidus 

and he listened to a Shiur by 

Rabbi Manis Friedman playing 

in the car. 

Joining us on Thursday 

(Yud Gimmel Nissan) were our 

helpers, Bochurim from the 

Yeshivah Gedolah in Mel-

bourne, Dovid Werde and 

Menachem Fox. Also with 

them was Ciaren Fraser, a lo-

cal boy from Brisbane, who 

was home for the school holi-

days where Yeshivah College 

where he studied in Mel-

bourne. We Pesach-cleaned 

our apartment, joined in the 

cooking effort and generally 

prepared for Yom Tov, 

now only 24 hours 

away. 

 Erev Pesach was 

a flurry of activity. 

Running around the 

city, still visiting 

houses and delivering 

Matzos, hopping into 

the Shul to help with 

the cooking and set-

ting up of the Seder, 

and making sure we 

had supplies and food 

for ourselves made 

for a hectic day. We were al-

most relieved when it was 

time to suit up and head back 

to Shul for Maariv and of 

course, the Seder. 

After Davening Maariv and 

delivering a sermon on the 

spiritual messages Egypt rep-

resented, 70 members of the 

local community headed into 

the Shul Hall to begin the 

Seder experience. We had an 

eclectic bunch of people: 

some Israeli hippies, some 

South Africans and of course 

the locals. Everyone partici-

pated in Maggid as we went 

around the table with all par-

ticipating in the reading, 

soaking in the spiritual and 

special atmosphere. The Se-

der took more than 2 ½ hours, 

and then we made another 

more intimate Seder for our-

selves with a Brisbane man 

who missed the public Seder. 

8 people joined us for the 

second Seder which, although 

the relatively small attend-

ance, was as (or even more) 

inspiring as the first night. 

Our Shlichus concluded over 

the Chol HaMoed period of 

Yom Tov, with us running the 

Minyanim in the Brisbane 

Hebrew Congregation. 

On a personal note, we’d 

like to thank the people with-

out whom our Shlichus could-

n’t have been as successful as 

it was: the sponsors of the 

projects of Passover Australia 

whose contributions every 

year enable us to reach hun-

dreds of fellow Jews in the 

outback, the Bochurim of Ye-

shivah Gedolah who came and 

joined us and helped us im-

mensely (Dovid Werde and 

Menachem Fox) together with 

Ciaren Fraser. And finally the 

incredible Shluchim to Bris-

bane- Rabbi and Rebbetzin 

Jaffe together with their fam-

ily. 

Motti  Groner & Mendel 

Weinbaum 
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F 
rom the get go on the air 

plane, we realized that this 

Pesach would be like no other; 

truly an amazing experience, full 

of Spreading Yiddishkeit! To 

begin with, a non-Jew we met 

doing Mivtzoim on the plane, 

told us of a Jew ‚Ari, he works in 

the Markets‛. This turned out to 

be a major key to find many Yid-

den, indeed it led to dozens of 

Bar Mitzvah’s, Seder invites and 

new Jewish connections at the 

famous Fremantle Markets. 

Truthfully the many divine 

and amazing episodes that tran-

spired won’t be served justice in 

the following paragraphs; but 

we hope to allow you to join us 

on our divine journey on other 

side of Australia - in WA, enjoy! 

Between visiting many 

homes, meeting Jews on the 

streets, Teffilins and much more 

we managed to cram in the 

press.  

NEWSPAPER: We interviewed 

with the local newspaper - the 

‚Fremantle Herald‛ near the old 

Shul - the oldest in WA ( later 

the Radio also called us!). Actu-

ally we had 4 Jews join us at the 

Seder, from just reading about 

us in the paper (see supplement 

stories for more). 

 MAYOR VISIT: This year we 

had a great visit with the Mayor. 

Being the second year. in a row 

he actually had a wrapped gift 

for us, as a token of appreciation 

on behalf of Fremantle to the 

great work we do.  He informed 

us of a Jewish woman originally 

from NYC & his caterer - an Is-

raeli fellow, currently living in 
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Fremantle – and we passed on 

Matzah for them. The Mayor 

also enjoyed the message of 

the holiday of freedom, as we 

connected it locally, 

‚Fremantle; the MANTLE OF 

FREEDOM!‛ 

As per the Rebbe’s instruc-

tions we discussed the 7 mitz-

vos, The Rebbe’s mission to 

reach out to every Jew, then 

the Mayor & his councillors 

gave their own Tzedaka.  

One of the many who 

await year round for the rov-

ing Rabbi’s annual visits, re-

vealed to us how the Bochrim 

met her a few years back and 

since then she has been con-

nected to Yiddishkeit and 

attended every Seder. Unique-

ly, years back in England 

someone commented that her 

mother’s mannerisms were 

‚Jewish‛, and after inquiring, 

her mother confirmed. Only 

years down the line she meets 

black hats in far off Freman-

tle. 

She brought her son, 

daughter and grandson to the 

Seder for their very first Jew-

ish connection. In just four 

short years, three generations 

of ‚lost Neshamos‛ have been 

welcomed back into the fami-

ly! 

CARMEL SCHOOL: This year 

we added to our busy sched-

ule, to do ‚in reach‛ – lectur-

ing and holding discussions at 

the Perth Jewish community’s 

‚Carmel School‛. We taught 

years 11 & 12, and many of 

them laid teffilin after the 

powerful lesson. 

SEDER: This year’s Seder 

was a great success; as many 

guests entered our doors we 

invited people to put on Tefil-

in, and we celebrated a few 

Bar Mitzvahs on the spot! 

Women lit the Candles setting 

the Yom Tov spirit. We sang 

together Kabolas Shabbos and 

then the Seder started to roll. 

As Mordechai Rubin & 

Mattisyohu Charytan led the 

Seder adding inspiring mes-

sages and stories, everyone 

had a chance to read their 

part, the Yidden got comforta-

ble and started to relive the 

exodus in unison - everyone 

was just having a great time! 

continued... 



14 

(continued) 
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A As we progressed, all partici-

pants were fascinated by the 

unfamiliar customs and foods. 

Many all time favourites of Seder 

songs were sung, but 

‚Daayeinu!‛ was number one! 

Everyone stayed until the 

end, but Shluchan Oraich was 

the highlight. As Akiva Vallins & 

Mendy Baron served the tasty 

two course meal, each guest was 

asked to introduce themselves 

and share a recent liberating 

Jewish moment. Our Seder was 

international; people from 

France, England, Poland, US, Bali, 

Israel, South Africa etc., but 

there was one unified message 

that was conveyed by all: ‚I 

haven’t been connected to any-

thing Jewish in many years (if at 

all), but tonite I feel at home 

with fellow Jews, it feels special 

and I am really happy to be a 

Jew!‛ 

Welcoming Eliyahu was an-

other highlight, people really 

took it seriously, praying and 

connecting with our Father in 

Heaven. We all sang ‚Eliyahu 

haNavi...‛  in unison at the door 

and davened for the time of re-

demption,- Moshiach. People 

were just enjoying themselves, 

they didn't realize or take note 

that the Seder lasted well over 

four hours from start to finish, 

later each came over to thank us 

as it meant so much to them, 

and wanting to connect more! 

PESACH Marathon: 

Finally after our own Seder 

we crammed in a short rest and 

then began a 27 kilometre trek 

to Perth. It was an incredible 

kiddush Lubavitch, we were told 

that after the Bochurim did it 

two years ago (for the first 

time!), the Jewish community 

was buzzing about these ‚crazy 

dedicated Chabadniks‛, outshin-

ing the visit of the Prime Minis-

ter in Shul the very next day! 

This year was time 3, now it’s a 

Chazakah – a tradition to con-

tinue for years to come. 

All passer-by, in cars, boats 

etc. were glued on the 4 black 

...continued 
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hats and jackets moving right 

along the coast. Unexpectedly, 

a city bus opened its doors, no 

one on, none off. ‚Chag 

Sameach!‛ shouts driver 

‚Adam‛, just one of the many 

Jews we divinely met along the 

way. We were sure to contact 

him after Yom Tov. We met a 

few more Jews along the way. 

Aside from all the home 

visits and Mivtzom experiences 

in Fremantle, during Pesach we 

uplifted the Perth Community, 

mainly at the Chabad house 

making a huge Kiddush Ha-

shem. From: Yud Alef Nissan 

Farbrengen, , Public lectures & 

Shiurim, Kinnus Torah, Shvei 

Shel Pesach all night learning 

(Our 2nd year, several locals 

made it to the end!), Tahalu-

cha to the other two Shuls – 

PHC & Dianella Shul and an 

exciting Moshiach Seudah; all 

this was aside from the 

 Mivtzioim, learning and far-

brengening one on one - espe-

cially with the youth of WA. 

We clearly saw the Rebbe’s 

unlimited Kochos. The more we 

did, the more there was to do! 

 

However amongst the many 

stories that occurred, we can’t 

refrain from sharing a few epi-

sodes, therefore please see the 

supplement stories!  

 

We need to thank the Shluchim 

in Perth, Rabbi Sholom and 

Rebbitzen Odea White and 

family, for helping us in all 

aspects, from cooking to ac-

commodations etc. and most 

importantly being true exam-

ples of dedicated Shluchim of 

the Rebbe. Also a great Yasher 

Koach to the Bochrim that 

joined us, making this Pesach 

like no other – Akiva Vallins 

and Mendy Baron; it would 

have been impossible without 

you. 

 

We are immensely inspired and 

hope others take this inspira-

tion to carry us all throughout 

the year in all our experiences! 

May we very soon be Zoche to 

celebrate next Pesach in Fre-

mantle She’Biyrushalim with 

Moshiach!  

Motti Rubin &  

Mattisyohu Charyton 
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O n Yud Nissan we (Mendel 
Gurary and Ovadya Ro-

glasky) landed in Darwin, capital 

of the Northern Territory. Darwin 

is well known for several rea-

sons; its Jewish population isn’t 

one of them. After settling in to 

our motel, we visited a man 

named Robert Labowitz, some-

one who fondly remembers all 

the past Shluchim who visited 

Darwin. He told us that they 

always told him that there’s no 

such thing as a bad Jew. He also 

told us that his favourite part of 

the Seder is the Gefilte Fish – 

Matza can’t compare. Before 

leaving, Robert reminded us to 

always have Yarmulkes handy. 

After consulting our contact 

list, compiled over years of 

Merkos visits, we arranged to 

visit the Bendel family. The 

house was jam packed with all 

sorts of miscellaneous articles – 

books, clothes, Menorahs, cas-

sette tapes and more. We spoke 

to her about lighting Shabbos 

candles. She also mentioned to 

us that she has a son named 

Lucas living in Bali, and he does 

all sorts of creative things.  

(After Pesach, we returned to 

the Bendels’ to say goodbye. We 

were also coming to give Mrs. 

Bendel a book about the Rebbe, 

as she is an avid reader. We were 

surprised to find Lucas there, 

back from Bali. We only had time 

to visit them because, by Hash-

gacha Pratis, our flight was de-

layed.) 

As Yud Aleph Nissan drew 

near, we sought out someone to 

Fabreng with. We arranged to 

visit a local Jew named Jona-

than Pulke, a carefree fellow 

with dreadlocks. He showed us 

his vegetable garden, and he 

gave us some sweet potatoes for 
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use at the Seder. We spoke to 

him about the Rebbe and 

about every Jew’s connection 

with the Rebbe, and affixed a 

Mezuza to his door. 

In Darwin, there are very 

few Jews, and it is rare to find 

one. As we were walking out 

of Coles one day, we noticed a 

man waving to us from across 

the street. We greeted him, 

and he introduced himself as 

Dor. He was an Israeli Jew 

living in Darwin. We invited 

him to our Seder, and he 

promised to come with some 

Israeli friends. 

Mendel Gurary relates: On 

the day before Pesach, while 

busy making preparations for 

the Seder, we remembered 

that we still needed to give a 

local Jew some Matza before 

Pesach. Since Ovadya was 

busy cooking for the Seder, I 

took a one-hour taxi ride to 

the other side of town to de-

liver the Matza. The man was 

delighted to receive the Mat-

za, and also very touched by 

the expensive gesture. On the 

way home, I taught the taxi 

driver about the Sheva Mitz-

vos. He was very fascinated 

and asked me to write them 

down for him, to study them 

later.  

The Seder was approach-

ing and the pressure intensi-

fied. There was much work to 

do before Yom Tov set in. 

Baruch Hashem, we received 

some much-needed assis-

tance from several Israelis, 

ready to lend a hand, who 

came to the Seder venue be-

fore Pesach to help out. We 

were able to lay Tefillin with 

them, and help the women 

with lighting the Yom Tov 

candles. 

At the end of the Seder 

the Israelis asked if they 

could stay with us overnight. 

We acquiesced. The following 

night they returned for the 

second Seder and we went 

through the whole Haggada 

continued... 
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in Hebrew with lengthy expla-

nations. They were very in-

spired by this, and were visibly 

moved. 

At the end of Pesach they 

wrote us a heartfelt letter of 

thanks: 

Mendel, Ovadya and Chaim, 

Though we already thanked 

you before we were about to 

leave, we thought we should do 

it once more! It was so im-

portant for us to participate in 

a Seder, and all your and gener-

ally Chabad’s efforts to bring 

Jews together are awesome. 

You were open to our way of 

travelling and that’s why we 

experienced this Pesach in a 

real way! 

Thanks , 

Jonathan, Ifay and Pele 

On the day of our departure, 

we checked over The List to see 

whom we still need to visit. We 

remembered a woman named 

Jen who last year wasn’t quite 

interested in a visit. After de-

liberation, we decided to give 

her a call. We did, and she 

agreed to a visit. She told us to 

come to the Charles Darwin 

University at 12 o’clock. Jen 

gave us a tour of the university 

as we spoke to her about Juda-

ism and lighting Shabbos can-

dles. She recalled that last year 

she wasn’t as enthusiastic 

about Judaism, but this year, 

she felt that she wanted to get 

more involved. We see that a 

Jew always has these feelings, 

and we must never give up 

hope on a fellow Jew. 

We heard that our return 

flight had been delayed for a 

few hours. We decided to visit 

just a few more Jewish inhabit-

ants before leaving with the 

extra time. We continued down 

The List, and we saw a woman 

named Nancy Devlin. We gave 

her a ring and she told us to 

visit her in… the Charles Dar-

win University! We returned to 

the University for the second 

time that day, and spoke to her 

about the Shluchim all around 

the world, and the importance 

of lighting Shabbos candles. 

We offered her a mezuzah 

which she happily accepted. 

We were very inspired by 

the Pintele Yid found within 

the Yidden of Darwin, which 

even though they in Darwin, a 

place devoid of Yiddishkeit, 

still the flame of their 

Neshomoh shines. 

Mendel Gurary & 

Ovadya Rogalsky 

(continued) 
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A 
fter a long day of visiting 

several homes of the Jew-

ish residents in Cairns, we ar-

rived at our last home to visit 

for the day. We stepped up to 

the door of Shem. An elderly 

Jew retired and spends his en-

tire day studying, researching 

and thinking. Born in Europe, 

he didn’t have much of a Jew-

ish background, wasn’t at all 

involved in anything Jewish 

until - as he described to us – 

‚One day on my motorcycle on 

the way to work it hit me! Who 

am I? Am I this guy on the mo-

tor cycle? Or am I something 

more meaningful? ......‛ and 

from that day on he began re-

searching about his Jewish 

roots. An awakening that came 

from nowhere else oth- er 

than his Neshomoh deep in-

side. 

We put on Tefillin with him. 

As we sat down we began talk-

ing and our conversation went 

very deep. We were amazed to 

see his great knowledge and 

deep perspectives on life in 

general and especially Juda-

ism. We were most astonished 

when he showed us a small, old, 

yellow paged Chumash that 

was clearly overly used; it con-

sisted of the Hebrew and Eng-

lish translation with some 

short commentary in footnotes 

on bottom. He practically knew 

the entire book with the foot-

notes by heart! A Jew sitting in 

Cairns with no Jewish re-

sources spending his day learn-

ing torah!  

As our conversation neared 

its end, we pulled out the 

weekly Lamplighter to hand 

him (as we did by every visit). 

The week before Pesach was 

the week of Yud Aleph Nissan 

and the Lamplighter was a spe-

cial expanded edition with 

many articles about the Rebbe 

and almost 

every page 

had a 

picture 

of the 

Rebbe.  

To our surprise as he took a 

quick look at the lamplighter 

he excitedly proclaimed: 

‚Thank you! I’ve been looking 

all over for this!‛  

We thought he was refer-

ring to the Lamplighter publi-

cation which he hadn’t seen in 

a long time. But he clarified: 

‚I’ve been trying to get my 

hands on some nice pictures of 

the Rebbe! And I want to thank 

you for giving this to me, final-

ly I now have them!‛  

At this point we were not 

only shocked but extremely 

curious as well. A Jew in mid-

dle of nowhere, with no real 

Jewish education or grounding 

is waiting so long to receive 

nice pictures of the Rebbe!?! 

We asked him to explain.  

He told us that he is an 

artist and in his younger years 

he used to draw small cartoon 

pictures on a regular basis to 

be used as pictures for postal 

stamps. As he got older he 

couldn’t do it as often and con-

sistently as before. Because he 

couldn’t keep up with the post, 

they stopped relying on him as 

a resource. But being that he 

had the connections he still 

continued as a hobby to draw 

pictures to be used on stamps 
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W 
e had just visited a wom-

an, whom we were made 

in contact with from an Israeli 

in Melbourne who goes to Fiji 

relatively often, for over an 

hour, speaking to her about 

yiddishkeit, the important role 

she plays as a woman and espe-

cially in Fiji, we spoke about 

her family for a while, all in all 

a beautiful experience for her 

and for us, as she was very ex-

cited to meet with us and share 

her story as well as learn and 

receive much help and guides 

about how to continue in living 

her life as a proud Jewish wom-

an. She introduced us to the 

rest of her family living in Fiji 

and assured us that they would 

all be coming to the Seder. we 

were of course on a high after 

that meeting, that we drove 45 

minutes the other way to meet 

her mother and hopefully help 

her out as well in her yiddish-

keit and raising her family in a 

Jewish way. 

Once we we arrived howev-

er, and began talking to her, we 

quickly realized that she is in 

fact, not Jewish - Her fathers 

mother was Jewish...we con-

tinued to speak with her, tell-

ing her about Sheva Mitzvos 

and all, but we were really de-

jected after that, we did what 

we could but at the end of the 

day we were feeling very down. 

A little while later as we 

were going shopping for the 

things we would need for the 

Seder, we were approached by 

an individual who told us that 

he had seen us in the paper 

that morning (we were fea-

tured on the front page of the 

'Fiji Times'), we conversed with 

him a bit, asked him if he is 

Jewish which he replied he 

isn't, so of course comes the 

next question - do you know 

anyone who is Jewish, after 
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thinking for a moment he 

told us that yes, he actually 

knows a Jewish fellow, he 

gave us his contact infor-

mation and all. 

Immediately, we contact-

ed this man who turns out to 

be an Israeli man from Bris-

bane (who knows well the 

Chabad Shliach there - Rabbi 

Jaffe) who is in Fiji helping 

his son out in his business, 

he was so excited to be 

speaking with us in Hebrew! 

we of course invited him to 

the seder, which he came - he 

drove in 4 hours from where 

he was staying to where we 

were just for the Seder (and 

as a bonus he came early 

enough that we had a chance 

to put Tefillin on him before 

Yom Tov began, which he 

said he hasn't put on in 

years) ! 

This man - Daniel Wachtel 

- was so excited the entire 

time and kept telling us how 

appreciative he was of us 

coming out to the ends of 

the world, away from our 

families and comfort, to make 

a Seder and spread Yiddish-

keit to everyone. Apparently 

his kids are either married to 

or in a relationship with non-

Jewish women and he kept 

telling us how we give him 

hope for the youth and the 

future of Yiddishkeit, even giv-

ing him hope in his own chil-

dren that they too will keep 

strong in their Yiddishkeit. 

Heshel, Eli & Chaim 
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for his personal use which are 

no longer sent to be used for 

the public. 

He explained to us that he 

used this as a way to express 

his feelings and opinions 

about different thing in the 

world and he would draw pic-

tures to bring out messages 

about different people, issues, 

controversies.etc. Being that 

he had some strong views and 

the post is a government based 

business, many of his drawings 

were not approved and never 

turned into actual legal stamps 

(he later showed us some of 

these drawings).    

He concluded that for years 

he wanted to make one such 

drawing of the Rebbe to be 

used as a stamp. And he elabo-

rated why. ‚I always had very 

much respect for the Rebbe 

and to me he is a true leader. 

To me, truth means one who is 

not afraid of proclaiming his 

views however extreme they 

may be. Not only did the Rebbe 

posses this, but in addition the 

Rebbe’s views were on the one 

hand very extreme but always 

very realistic and practical 

even in a society like today. I 

wanted to share these feelings 

of a true leader by drawing a 

picture of him for a stamp, but 

I could never get my hands on 

any pictures good enough to 

copy.‛ He was therefore ex-

tremely grateful for us bringing 

him the Lamplighter. 

We were stunned by the 

simple faith of Shem. It was 

late and time to leave. As we 

left, he noted that if the stamp 

will be approved he will send 

us some.  

The next few days were very 

busy preparing for our large 

Seder. We completely forgot 

about Shem and our meeting 

with him. 

On Monday the first day of 

Chol Hamoed we had a packed 

day. We spent the entire morn-

ing packing up our kitchen to 

put back in storage for next 

Pesach. In the afternoon we 

went to finish up some last 

visits before our flight early 

Tuesday morning. All of the 

sudden we get an unexpected 

call. It’s Shem! He asked us to 

please come visit him before 

we leave. We explained that we 

have a very busy day, but we’ll 

try. 

We almost forgot until 

about 9:00 pm. So we called to 

apologize, we figured it’s too 

late to go especially since he’s 

an elderly man and it’s at least 

a half hour drive. Surprisingly, 

he said ‚Come, I’ll be waiting 

for you no matter how late you 

come‛. So we went. 

We were a bit scared. What 

could be so urgent? We were 

blown away when we arrived as 

all he wanted was to show us 

the finished product! The 

drawing of the Rebbe! He 

showed us how he carefully 

drew the Rebbe’s facial expres-

sion in his own way expressing 

his feelings about the Rebbe, 

with a sharp, demanding, con-

fident and determined look (as 

you can see in the picture 

above). He also added on the 

bottom a few words describing 

what the Rebbe means to him. 

He said he wanted our approval 

before sending it in to the 

post. 

Two weeks later, settled 

back in Yeshivah Gedolah in 

Melbourne, we received a call 

from Shem! ‚The stamp was 

approved and is on the way‛.    

Till today we carry the in-

spiration we got from seeing 

Shem: A Jew lives by himself 

out in the middle of nowhere. 

And what’s bothering him? 

What’s on his mind? To express 

his feelings about the Rebbe 

whom he knows so little about 

yet to whom he has such a 

simple feeling and connection 

to the Rebbe as his leader (as 

you can see from the words he 

added)! This inspired us to 

realize how the Rebbe is 

touching and helping every 

Jewish Neshomoh wherever 

they may be, even today!  

Mendel Shuchat and 

Shmuli Lezak 

...continued from page 19 
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On behalf of the hundreds of 

Jews in the Outback, upon 

whom such an indelible mark 

has been left, special thanks 

must be given to our sponsors 

for their kindness and 

generosity. 

Best wishes for continued 

success in all your 

endeavours. 

Passover Australia 

Rabbinical College 

PO Box 67 Balaclava 3183 

03 9530 3022 

info@passoveraustralia.com.au 

www.PassoverAustralia.com.au 

La
yo

ut
 &

 D
es

ig
n:

 M
en

ac
he

m
 A

ro
n 

m
ar

on
si

nb
ox

@
gm

ai
l.c

om
 


