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The Gemorroh in Yevomos 63B, says that Ben Azai once told over
a Derashah about the importance of the Mitzvah of Pru Ur'vu. He also
proved, based on Pesukim, that if someone does not fulfill this
Mitzvah, he is called a murderer and he is diminishing the image of
Hashem. His students responded "you know that there are some
people who teach properly and they also act appropriately, but some
people act appropriately but do not teach well, you however preach
well but you do not act upon it, as you do not have offspring”. So Ben
Azai responded, I am different, because “Nafshi Chashka Batorah”
My soul desires to sit and study Torah. Other people must perform
this Mitzvah, butI am busy learning.

There is a well-known question asked by many: Halachically,
how was this “excuse” sufficient, to absolve himself from the
requirement of performing this great Mitzvah.

The Aruch Hashulchan Even Ha'zer Siman 1, explains that Ben
Azav's desire to study Torah was so strong, that the lack thereof,
would have been physically dangerous and life threatening.
Therefore it was a matter of “Sakonas Nefashos” which pushes aside
all requirements of Halochoh.

Reb Yosef Engel, brought in the Gilyonei Hashas, discusses the
Geomorroh ibid 47B, where the Gemmoroh states, “two sages that eat
a meal together and discuss matters of Torah are permitted to
conduct a Zimun together”. Tosfos Harosh explains the reason, “The
Halochos that they originate acts as the third member of the Zimun”.
Therefore, explains, Reb Yosef Engel, Ben Azai who was originating
and inventing matters of Torah, considered his Torah, his offspring.
However, the practical difference between this style of offspring and
the more conventional way, is that with regards to matters of
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Yibbum, his Torah would not be considered sufficient. Meaning that
if Ben Azai’s brother were to pass away childless, and Ben Azai
would be obligated to marry his sister-in-law, he would then be
required to actually have children physically, in order to preserve the
name of his brother. Being that, the Torah-descendants are only
sufficient and worthy for himself, being a sage, whereas for others
this type of “family” would not be Halochically permitted.

In Hilchos Talmud Torah, the Alter Rebbe writes, that being that
Ben Azai was involved in the especially important Mitzvah of
“Yedias Hatorah”, that overrides all other Mitzvahs, even Mitzvahs
that cannot be performed by others, therefore he had no obligation to
have children. Implying that in the situation of Yibum mentioned
earlier, Ben Azai would have no obligation to perform the Mitzah of
Yibbum.

Reb Shlomo Kluger in the Chochmas Shlomo ibid Shulchan Aruch
writes as follows: The Gemmoroh in Sanhedrin 19B says, “Whoever
raises orphans in their home is considered to have bore them”. In line
with our discussion above, he asks, is this type of child considered
worthy to absolve one from his obligation of Pru Ur'vu?

And he explains that the answer is dependent on an argument
between the Ta”’z and the Prisha, in Yorei Deah 242. The Ta’z
maintains that the expression of the Gemorroh “considered as if”
(Ke’eelu), is literal. The Chasam Sofer ibid, comments, that we can
prove the validity of the opinion of the Ta”z, from a Posuk in Parshas
Pinchas, which states “Serach was the daughter of Asher”. Yet there
are those that maintain that she was actually his step-daughter.
Therefore, by extension, any person that raises an orphan would
literally be considered their parent. Similarly, in Parshas Bamidbar,
the Torah writes, that Nadav Avihu Elazar and Itamar (AHaron
Hakohen’s sons) were the descendants of Moshe and Aharon. The
Gemmoroh in Sanhedrin 19B comments, that they were considered
Moshe’s children because he taught them Torah. And just like the
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Chasam Sofer used the Posuk about Asher to mean a literal child, so
too this Posuk is entirely literal, and Moshe Rabeinu could have
technically fulfilled his obligation of Pru Ur'vu through the sons of
Aharon.

Based on all the above, perhaps we can explain that Ben Azai
absolved his obligation to have physical offspring by having many
students. And that was his intention when he responded, “Nafshi
Choshkoh Batorah”. [The Sefer Ahavas Tziyon written by the son of
the Nodah Biyehuda, writes a similar explanation]

However there is still one more issue to address: How is this
explanation hinted to, in the words “Nafshi Choshkoh Batorah”,
which seem to just imply that he wanted to learn Torah himself?

We can understand this based on Eiruvin 54, where the Gemorroh
writes, that only one whose Torah is like a fine smelling “Boisem”
will have his Torah endure. Rashi comments that this refers to
teaching Torah, that only in that way will his Torah endure. So
perhaps that was Ben Azai’s intention, since “Nafshi Choshkoh
Batorah”, i.e. I desire that my Torah should endure, therefore I teach
others, and that is how I fulfill my obligation of having children.

Cz=



mEYE — DYON ' 80

Y0 XA IR VAR U0

127977 W 2ROYR 2D ‘N7
W”7IRND 'R

X: Regarding the v of the Ramban by ¥”’1 by the "7 of MW, in
light of his I»RW in ‘DINI NN

In the X,7”¥ 77 XM X3 Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lokish argue
if MY %0 is XN™IIXTH NOKR or not. Reish Lokish says it is not because
the 77N said by the prohibitions the word '72°2X’ and there is no
concept of 72°3X less than a N1, Rabbi Yochonon says it is, because
half a n°1J is "D1IVX’K? 17", meaning that it is able to combine with
another half to equal a n°12 which would then be 70X. (The meaning
of this point of Rabbi Yochonon is explained in a couple of different
ways later.)

There’s a DIWKRY N2M if there is an MO°X of MW *3¥n by the 7772y
of breaking a ny12w. The case is that if a person swears not to eat, and
he then eats less than a n°12, has he been 721V the MO°X of MY XN or
not? The Rambam (in X 79977 7 P95 MyN2W, see the 7n? mwn there) and
the Ran on the Rif (XY 22 m»aw) in his own view, hold he
has. However, the Ramban (J"227%7 *v17n here), the Ritva here
(quoting the Ramban), as well as the "MXw *» v brought in the Ran
hold that he has not.

The words that the "1IXw °» ¥ in the Ran say in explanation of
their view are that 'when do we say that :y*w °3n applies? By an Mo°X
that comes from the 7710, but by an 710°X that comes automatically, it
doesn’t apply, and since he only intended for a n°1), less than that is a
completely permissible thing.

The words the Ran says are that even though that point is true,
still, you see from the X131 in X»1 that the only reason that Rabbi
Yochanan holds 717107 1 MOKX NY°W °X¥0 is because it is a 2°0 against
someone having the full 11¥°w. That is how the Ran understands the R
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Yochonon’s words "D1103°X? *117, that it’s able to be combined to equal
a "1 so the 17N made a prohibition of MY*w >3 to prevent someone
from having a whole n”.

The 0°11X*2 72127 (R’ E’ Wasserman, ‘1 71°0 N17132) explains the N1710
of the npY2rn as follows.

There is a NP1?nn in the DNINX as to whether the MO°X of MW *31 is
an °9%3 MO°X or *VID TO°K. An *VID NO°X means that it is a P'7 within
each and every individual 70X that it applies to, so there would be a
number of MW %1 °1*7, each within different M7°2Y. Whereas 710°X
995 means that it is one, separate 7°7 that stands for itself which is
that one cannot do 0*M0°X with even less than a My*w.

If the MMO°X of M¥*W °X1 was a "7 in the MO°X O3V of whatever 772y
we were talking about, then by the M0°X of 7312w, there could be no
MO of MW *8m, because the parameters of the 7K by #¥aw is
something decided by the person. That is the whole concept of a
7w, that the ‘'what is 70K’ of the MO°X is decided by the person, and
then that thing just automatically turns from permitted into
forbidden. This would be the basis of the Ramban’s and the ' "» v°
MIRY”s view that the Ran brings, which is that T1°w °%n does not
apply.

Whereas, according to the Ran and the Rambam, as explained
earlier, My*w °3n is not a 17 in the MO°X of My1aw. This is because the
Ran holds that My*w *3n is a *23 7"7. This works smoothly with what
the Ran said that the reason for YW *3n is that it’s a 0 (as opposed
to some other reasonings given for the rule of My w >3m). If it’s a >0
then it's coming to protect against the violation of a whole set of
DMK, all binding, all subject to the fact that it's Hashem’s will they
be followed. So My*w °3n1 is a general, singular rule that one can’t have
half an amount, so he doesn’t transgress D*110°X, So, because MNY*W *3n
is a separate standalone 7 therefore, one can’t question "how can
you say My*w *3n1 applies by myaw if the whole idea of myaw is that
the person is the one who creates the parameters and the oMy w?”
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because we are applying My°w *31 to this person not as an element of
7w MO°R. The aspect within the 17 of shevuos that the person is the
one who decides his parameters doesn’t touch the 77 of My°w >3, just
like it doesn’t touch on any other j°7 in the Torah.

But, with regards to the Ramban specifically, there seems to be a
disadvantage in explaining his side in the manner said earlier.
Because in his sefer ‘0787 N7, the Ramban has a couple of queries
where it seems that the cause of his query is a poo about if MW *3n0 is
an 9% MO’X or an *vVID NOX. One query is regarding a person who
must eat to survive, but we only have treif food available. The person
though only needs a tiny bit of food to survive, less than a n*. The
query the Ramban poses is whether, in a situation where there is a
variety of different 0>110°X available such as 1973 w3 and 27, the
person should be fed the % Mo°X of 2%M3 w31 (which is only a 2rn
mpon) as opposed to the comparatively mn 10K of 291 (which is a
173 2n), or whether, since we are only dealing with 71¥°w 37, there is
no difference between the w”n of 1513 w1 and that of 2%n. The logic
of the dilemma can be explained as follows. If My°w *30 is an 7O°X
*v7D, then it would retain the 972 and 217 of the particular 110°X which
it is an element of. If that were so, half a n°1> of MmN MO°X would be
worse than half a n°1 of % Mo°X. But, if MW *30 is a *Hv3 MOK, then
there is no difference between half a n°1> of an MmN MO°X and half a
1) of an %P MoK, because it’s all the same singular 710°X now, that of
Ny w 3.
So coming back to the Ramban’s VW by My that there’s no MOX
v’n. How will the 0°71%*1 72?'s explanation about the view of the
Ramban, namely, that he holds ¥"n is an >0 MNO°X, fit with the fact
that the Ramban seems to have a doubt about this very issue?

Of course, maybe the Ramban was 11 from 07X NN to the X3
(or vice versa, whichever he wrote later). But maybe he wasn't?

Possible Answer:
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By Naw MK, there is a X120 brought by the (M%7 An°nD ,0°7am 10
Y PD N7IR PRH N2 ,mw  brought in the Encyclopaedia Talmudis,
entry of MW °3¥n) to explain the widely held position amongst the
0°)wX7, who do hold that My°w °3n on MW in general does apply
(because that itself is a np12nn), that by, for example, XX NIRYY, if
someone does 7Py without 7M7, he doesn’t transgress the MO°X of
oW 3. The X720 is that there is a lacking in ORI TwWyn, the 7KDY,
itself, not merely in its quantity. The person simply hasn’t carried,
because the concept of the activity of carrying from one domain to
another means picking up the item, (transporting it, and then)
putting it down in the next domain, and he hasn’t done all these
steps. This is called the idea of 7981 >3,

[The Ramban (X , 7% Naw 1721777 *w17°1) happens to hold that even *3n
MW alone -as in even if it’s not 7IX?n *3n (the example he gives is
someone carrying fully, but just half a y*w of the y9r), is not 710X on
Shabbos at all. Acc. some (see  MYW 31 'Y MTINYN IRDIPPOIN) this is
because of the extra requirement by Naw of nawnm nNIxY» (see the
Rashbam in 2,71 2”3) But there’s no reason why the Ramban couldn’t
agree with the X120 O3y of 73871 31, ]

If that is the case, then you could perhaps say that the same X720
applies by a nyaw. Because seemingly, on a halachic plane, so to
speak, there is an act that exists here aside from the specific act
described by the promisor (like e.g, the ‘eating’). That act is the mere
violation of the oath - regardless of the specific activity that that
contains. From the perspective of the laws of M¥1w, this is an act in
its own right, because, after all, this act is the subject of an TO°X
here. So, therefore, any part of the sworn-against activity not being
done means there is a lacking in the 0¥V act, namely, the violation of
his oath. So, if his potential violation is lacking in quantity, it's just
like him lacking in say essence of the activity the promise contained,
say carrying without 77°py or without 7M1 (if e.g. he swore not to
carry from M1 to N7 on a Sunday). Because from the point of view
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of how much they are a part of the oath, they are both part of the
activity itself in an equal and essential way, and so therefore if you
miss either of those elements, even just the quantity one, you simply
have not done the act of breaking a 7312w. It is just like 79891 >3,

So, therefore the Ramban holds that 1 T0°X”w by a Ay12W cannot
apply, even according to his Do 78 in ‘QTX7 NNN that w'n is a *%23 7.
Because a lacking in the quantity automatically means there is a
lacking in the MOXA Twyn itself, and for that there is no 2’0 made.

2: Regarding the Bww of the Ramban on the reasoning for ¥”’n, and
how his sofeik in BT81 NN fits in with his view of the reasoning.

There seem to be 3 explanations given for the reasoning behind
the MO°X of w'n (brought in MY*w °3n1 7V ,PTIM9N FI’TND'I'?PDZN). Only one
of them, the 2’0’ reason, seems to work well with the notion that w"n
is an "% MO°X. Those reasons are:

- 1. It is a 0, to prevent a person doing the whole 1y, as said by
the Ra’n.

- 2. The second explanation is based on a different understanding
of Rabbi Yochonon’s words "p1v¥°x? 1. What it explains them to
mean is that a half can be joined to become a whole, and so every
whole is thus made up of two halves. Therefore, the fact that the 7710
says that a full M¥°¥ is MOX means that less than a MY°w is also MOK,
because if two w”n are 1M» in and of themselves, how could two of
them together be MOX? The one whole is made up of two half parts
that are o mn. It's like saying 0+0=1. (Later here this X720 is referred
to as '0+0#1’.) (Given by 1731 /20 1”22 %17 70 A R”D Y1 AP MK
'Y X2 My1w n1°n and other 0°11NX.)

- 3. That the person shows that the amount he is doing the
forbidden activity with, although a n"w, is substantial to him, known
as 'mawnN’. It is taken (see the * MmN PIRDIPPOIX there) from the
view that Nynw 171 says by mpbn *1o°K, that if someone does them
with less than a My°w, he makes that amount he used 27wn and is
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therefore still MpYn» 2»n. We don't Jpod like R Shimon (although it can
cause an 1277 MO°X) but nevertheless, we do hold someone doing *3n
MYw makes it 2w enough to constitute an MO°X 1D O MNOXR 2% 1IM)
(¢hbal

The M120 of 'awnX’ and of '0+0#£1” should logically fit with the
notion to say that the 772 of w”n is that it is an >0 MOX. Firstly, the
'7°2WNX’ reason would, because as we see acc. NYNY I, where this
reasoning is explained to based off, that the person is mp»n 21 - so
RPNon the guy was 12y the *vID MNO°X, SO, SO too by our application of
nynw 's T w. It seems to make sense logically this way too, because
seemingly the whole need for a 1w is M2°wn, and so if a person
gives M2°wn to the amount he’s, even if it’s less than that 1w, then
the whole 1> of that the :¥°w holds has been fully reconstituted, and
it's as if there was a My°w. So thus, the MO°X by the v"n would be an
"I MO’K, or a diluted version of the MR 2*y itself. And the '0+0#1’
rationale of the 111°2 *IMX seemingly must surely mean that n"v is an
*UID MNO°X; as what the logic of this view is that whatever m>°X and
191N a whole My°w carries, its two halves must carry as well. So based
on this way of understanding, with respect to the Ramban’s ppoi T3
in O7R7 NN that Myw %0 is an *9%3 MO°K, the only rationale (assuming
he holds of a reasoning given in the D°11IR/0°1WwK7) for the existence
of N MOX"WY that the Ramban could seemingly hold is that it's a »°0.
However, even though the reason of 20 fits smoothly with the notion
that My°w *3n is an *9%3 MO°X, perhaps one could still say that it's an
17D MO’X. Perhaps within each MoK that MY°w *3n applies to, it is set
up within that MO°X as a means to protect that MO°X’s violation. And
this may be the basis of the Ramban’s doubt in 07X N7n; he holds of
a reason in w"n that could possibly go both ways in terms of "% or
UIB.

(I had a (somewhat tentative) thought that this idea that " might
also be an *vID MO°X even if it is a 10 could be strengthened by the
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fact that y°w 271 is not a regular 20 that is 11277 but is rather Xn»7IX7.
With that, maybe one could argue the following point.

The o'non are part of the Bnei Yisroel who are the receivers of
Hashem’s laws. Each m3» has special and unique reasonings behind
it (for example, each MxX» has a separate M3 that a person should
have when doing it). It also is included in a general desire that all the
mxn be done - for a 0°1NnN2 77°7. (Perhaps even the specific desires
behind each mxn is related to how they contribute to a o>)nnN2 771°7
but those desires would still be, to a point, distinct from one another.)
But perhaps on a basic, halachic level, this isn’t the most important
issue for the Jews as much as the - singular - factabout all N3 that
it is Hashem’s will that they be followed. The 0°%31 want to make sure
that the Jews does what Hashem wants. But doing what Hashem
wants is one singular aim - regardless of how many unique ‘wants’
there are that Hashem may have. (And there just happen to be 613
unique wants). So hypothetically, if they were to have made the 710°X
of My°w *xn (like Reish Lokish holds they did), they may well have
been more inclined to set it up as an *993 70X, since all O*110°X are
subject to the singular fact that they are Hashem’s will that they be
done, and they are trying to make sure the Yidden fulfill anything
Hashem wants from them.

However, being that we pasken that M¥°w X1 is 77107 1M NOK, the
»0 was made by Hashem. The desires Hashem had behind each mxn,
both general and specific, are His own. So, a °0 that He would make
would be set up to prevent violation of the 0°110°X - but would stem
from the desire that He had behind making those 0*M0°X in the first
place. Le., you don’t need to come onto saying that Hashem wants us
to fulfil His rules because He wants us to do things that He wants. He
also simply wants us to do what He wants because He simply wants
those things. And crucially, as said earlier, He wants each of those
things not just with the general desire for all mxn to be done for a 777
0°INnna, but also with the specific desire unique to each msn. So
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being that there are also these unique motivations that Hashem had
behind each Mx¥»n a 0 made stemming from these motivations
themselves may be made part of each individual m3» separately.
Therefore, My°w *3n may be an *vI9 NO°X within each MO, and not a
singular *%3 oK.

On the other hand, maybe Hashem in fact did make My°w °3n an
%5 MoK, as maybe the 710°K stemmed mainly from the general desire
for all mx3» for a @>1INNN2 17°7 and not each M3» -specific desire.)

Cez=



