
 בס"ד 
 כ אדר, תש"פ 
16 March 2020 

Dear Parents שיחיו, 

A second confirmed case of COVID-19 in the Jewish community was identified today. The DHHS 
regards the case as potentially infectious from Wednesday morning onwards (i.e. the day after 
Purim), and all who came in contact with him after that time are deemed a Casual or Close Contact.  

A large number of our students attended a Purim farbrengen on Tuesday night at which the case 
was present. At this time, DHHS does not consider any other attendees at this farbrengen to be 
Casual Contacts. However, due to the close-knit nature of our community, the community advisory 
group has recommended that if anyone attended the farbrengen that they maintain, as much as 
possible, the recommended guidelines for a Casual Contact. 

Today two of our students displayed possible symptoms of the virus. We took the precaution of 
immediately isolating them from the other students. We do not know if the cases are related.  

Following instructions given by the Rebbe in health matters, we consulted with our doctor this 
afternoon and appraised him of the current situation. Based on his opinion, we have decided to err 
on the side of caution whilst we are waiting for test results, and to unfortunately close Yeshivah 
Gedolah for normal operations. At this time, only the overseas students (primarily the Shluchim) will 
be continuing to learn at the YG premises. 

Rabbi Lesches announced in the Zal a short time ago that we are sending all local boys home tonight. 
We request that parents ensure that their sons do not visit the Yeshivah Gedolah premises until 
further notice. We ask that interstate parents arrange flights to bring their sons home as soon as 
possible.  

We will advise of an alternative learning program, if this can be arranged. 

Parents should be mindful to take appropriate action in case their sons show any symptoms. 

We are enjoined by the Torah to adhere to every precaution as per professional medical advice. At 
the same time, we must all remember that everything that is happening is under the full and 
constant control of Hashem. We are reminded of the Midrash that the Rebbe quoted in a time of 
world turmoil. The Midrash tells us, “Hashem reassures the Jewish People that all the upheaval is 
only for our benefit. Moshiach is near!” 

ואומר להם, בני, אל תתייראו, כל   ... וישראל מתרעשים ומתבהלים ... כל אמות העולם מתרעשים ומתבהלים 
. )תנא דבי  ים, אל תיראו, הגיע ימי גאולתכםאמה שעשיתי לא עשיתי אלא בשבילכם, מפני מה אתם מתייר

 אליהו, פסיקתא רבתי, ו( 

Wishing you a חג כשר ושמח. 

In the name of the Hanholo, 

(Rabbi) S.B. Engel 
Mashgiach 


